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In the early afternoon of 17 October 1982, two Clay-colored Sparrows (Spizella
pallida) were feeding in north Asheville, N.C., on ground with sparse, low clumps of
grass where I regularly scatter chick feed. also feeding there were a White-throated
Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) and six to eight House Sparrows (Passer domesticus).
They were in an area about 10 x 11 feet, sometimes with a foot or less separating
individuals. I watched them for several minutes with binoculars, through a window, at
about 25 feet. About 30 minutes later I saw a single Clay-colored Sparrow in the same
place.

LeGrand (Chat 45:84) lists three recent winter records for the North Carolina
coastal area, and Potter, Parnell, and Teulings, in Birds of the Carolinas (UNC Press,
1980) say this species is a rare transient along the coast, but they mention no records for
the mountains. This Asheville sighting indicates that at least some of the birds seen along
the coast may migrate there through the mountains of this region rather than coming
down the coast from a crossing farther north.

50
	

The Chat


	Page 1

