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The first specimen of the Mourning Warbler (Oporornis philadelphia) in South
Carolina was obtained on 30 October 1968, 5 km N of Kingstree, Williamsburg
County. The bird hit a car being driven by Rodgers. The collection site is 75 km from the
Atlantic Ocean. The specimen is a male in juvenal plumage. Identification was con-
firmed by Alan R. Phillips. The skin has been deposited in the Charleston Museum (No.
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1983.170.1). With this record, the species may now be placed on the definitive state bird
list.

The first published report of the Mourning Warler was in 1940 when, on 24 and 25
May, Gabriel Cannon saw a bird at Spartanburg, Spartanburg County (Bird Lore
42:384). Cannon published no details of this sighting, but apparently communicated
with either A. Sprunt Jr. or E.B. Chamberlain, who stated in South Carolina Bird Life
(1949, p. 478) that the observer studied "a male bird at close range and in good
sunlight." Because the bird was a male, and Cannon was an experienced observer, there
seems to be no reason to doubt this record. However, as only one person saw the bird,
and no photograph was taken, this record should have been considered hypothetical.

[NOTE: Since 1968, there have been several reports of the Mourning Warbler in
South Carolina. Because of the rarity of this species in the state, and because of the
notorious difficulty of separating nonadult male Mourning Warblers from Connecticut
Warblers (O. agilis) and MacGillivray's Warblers (O. tolmiei), these observations must
be considered by the South Carolina avian records committee before they are accepted.
Bird-banders are in a particularly favorable position to help determine the status of these
species in the state, as measurements can usually serve to separate them (Lanyon and
Bull 1967, Bird-Banding 38:187-194.)—WP]
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