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1984, a Good Year for Bluebirds
In 1982 I offered a note in Chat (46:109-110) on the question of whether or not

Eastern Bluebirds are single-brooded; that is to say, cease attempting to nest after one
success. That particular year each of the seven pairs under my scrutiny fledged a single
brood with no attempts at renesting. Some pairs fledged a brood early in the season and
seemingly quit for the year, whereas others succeeded on the second attempt and ceased
nesting.

The 1983 season was a very poor one for bluebirds at Raleigh. There were only two
broods fledged from my seven houses, several broods dying in the nest, presumably from
the severe heat experienced that year. Nevertheless, there was no shortage of nesting pairs
in the area in 1984, and those fared very well, as the following data show:

House	 Nesting	 Successful	 Young
number	 attempts	 broods	 fledged

1	 2	 0	 0
2	 2	 1	 4
3	 1	 1	 4
4	 2	 2	 7
5	 3	 3	 12
6	 2	 2	 6
7	 3	 2	 7

Totals	 15	 11	 40

There was a full clutch of 5 eggs in House 3 by 1 April. Four young were fledged,
and there were no further attempts at nesting, although a pair of adults and some
juveniles remained in the area throughout the summer. House 5 might have been used by
more than one pair, but I doubt that. My experience has been that a pair, if both
members survive, guards a territory throughout the summer whether they renest or not.
House 6 afforded good evidence for double-broodedness for the resident pair. The first
brood of three fledged in May, remained in the territory, and helped feed the second
brood. The first brood apparently dispersed after the second brood of three had fledged.
The parents and the second brood remained until 25 August and then dispersed.

Thus there is good evidence that the pair using House 3 was single-brooded, that the
pair in House 6 was double-brooded. The pair in House 5 appears to have been triple-
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brooded. My observations do not prove the point, of course, but do suggest that Eastern
Bluebird pairs are variable in their reproductive investments, both within, and among,
seasons. The problem offers an opportunity for more precise research.—JOSHUA A.
LEE, 5104 Newcastle Road, Raleigh, N.C. 27606
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