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BIRD BEHAVIOR
Robert Burton. 1985. Alfred A. Knopf, New York. Illus. Index. 224 p. Hardcover,
$18.95.

This large-format book (101/2 x 101/2 inches) offers an overall survey of avian
adaptation and behavior. It is beautifully and informatively illustrated with color
photographs and occasional maps or other drawings. A 12-picture series presents the
annual cycle of the European Starling, and another memorable series shows a Green-
backed Heron using a fish-food pellet as a lure to catch fish. Most of the technical
information reflects the current ornithological literature, though in a few cases papers
published in major ornithological journals during the past 20 years have been ignored.
For example, the author discusses dusting, anting, and sunbathing under the same
heading and carefully avoids endorsement of the theory that birds ant to kill or dislodge
feather parasites, but he does not even suggest a relationship between these three
grooming behaviors and molting, which is the very next topic in Chapter 2. Burton's
handling of the anting question is particularly surprising because another book by the
same publisher (Beyond the Bird Feeder by John V. Dennis, Knopf, 1981) offers a
balanced discussion of the subject. Burton also makes the statement that herons do not
sunbathe, which is not true. Nonetheless, the photographs in Bird Behavior are so
spectacular that the reader can forgive occasional slips in the generally well-prepared
text. Listed among the contributing photographers are Roger Tory Peterson and CBC
member Jack Dermid.—EFP
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