
RECORDINGS

COMMON BIRD SONGS
SONGS OF EASTERN BIRDS
SONGS OF WESTERN BIRDS
Donald J. Borror. 1984. Dover Publications, Inc, Mineola, New York. Each 50-minute
cassette comes with an illustrated, 64-page booklet. $7.95 each.

These cassettes are reissues of recordings Dover produced as LP records between
1967 and 1971. Each cassette has songs, and in some cases calls, of 60 species. All
duplications between sets are justified by the markedly different vocalizations in the
eastern and western populations. Species are treated in groups with similar songs, and
several variations are given for many species. Although the birds on the tapes are
primarily passerines, the goatsuckers and most of the eastern woodpeckers are
represented. Owls are not included. The booklets are very helpful, particularly in the
thorough descriptions of the vocalizations on the tapes. The organization of these tapes
and the accompanying literature should make learning the common bird songs a pleasant
and not particularly difficult experience. Even advanced bird students might benefit from
hearing similar songs played one after the other rather than in the order the birds appear
in the field guide.—EFP
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