
First Record of Bell's Vireo for South Carolina
W. POST	 D. GREEN
The Charleston Museum	 80 Prospect Street
360 Meeting Street	 Paramus, NJ. 07652
Charleston, S.C. 29403

On 14 October 1985 we caught a Bell's Vireo (Vireo bellii) in a mist net at Hog
Island ("Patriot's Point"), Mount Pleasant, Charleston County, S.C. The habitat was a
large (~ 30 x 50 m) patch of herbaceous vegetation, mainly pigweed (Amaranthus) and
Sesbania, averaging 2 m in height. The capture site is about 150 m from the edge of
Charleston Harbor.
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Fig. 1. An immature female Bell's Vireo was secured at Mount Pleasant, S.C., on 14
October 1985. This is the first record for the state. (Photo by William Post)

This individual, an immature female (Fig. 1), was collected (WP 85.002). The skull
was not fully ossified; the weight was 9.1 g; wing chord 55.0 mm; total length 108.0 mm;
tarsus length 19.8 mm. The base of the mandible was light russet vinaceous, base of
maxilla was maroon, and tarsi were plumbeous.

This is the first substantiated record of V. bellii in the Carolinas. One North Carolina
sight record has been published (Chat 39:92-93). The Bell's Vireo breeds chiefly from the
southwestern United States and northern Mexico eastward across the central United States
to central Indiana and southwest Ohio. A few substantiated records have been published
for New York (Kingbird 20:57-60; Birds of New York State, 1974, p. 456) and New
Jersey (Wilson Bull. 72:404). The only Georgia record appears to be that of two
individuals at Columbus on 3 and 24 August 1975 (Amer. Birds 30:53), but no details of
this report have been published through 1985. In addition to this Georgia record, there are
numerous records for the species from southern Florida, mainly during fall migration.
These and other sight records are questionable, because this species is notably difficult to
separate from the White-eyed Vireo ( Vireo griseus).
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