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On 20 June 1985, a small flock of Cedar Waxwings (Bombycilla cedrorum) was
discovered at Tanglewood Park in western Forsyth County, N.C., by Charles Frost,
Barbara Page, Ramona Snavely, and Bob Witherington. Chance observation revealed an
adult carrying insects. After intensive searching in the immediate area, eight nesting sites
were located within a .18-ha (.46-acre) plot.

The colonial nesting area was on a high knoll consisting primarily of pine and oak
trees. This knoll is the highest elevation in the Park complex (elevation 260.1 m; 855 feet)
and is bordered on three sides by a public golf course. The fourth side is adjacent to
parking lots and access roads.

The presence of eight different nesting sites in seven trees within the colony made it
difficult to monitor all of the nests simultaneously. Consequently, efforts were
concentrated on one nest. This nest was relatively easy to observe and seemed to be in the
center of activity. The observations made were representative of all the broods found. Five
different broods were located: 2 broods of 5; 1 brood of 3; and 2 broods of 2 each. All five
broods fledged within a 48-hour period. The fate of the remaining three broods was not
possible to determine because of their inaccessible heights in the trees.
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One Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echinata) was the focal point of much activity. It was
situated at the highest point on the knoll and was rather centrally located among the
nesting sites. The tree was used as a congregating point for the flock, and from it parents
hawked insects for feeding the young.

The adult birds had a pattern of flying to the "activity tree" and congregating before
departing as a group for the food supply to feed the nestlings. Immediately prior to
departure, the flock calling became higher pitched and more intense. When the adults
returned with food for the young, they again congregated in the "activity tree" before
dispersing to their respective nests. Upon hearing the parent birds, the young would
immediately peer over the nest rim in a gaping posture. The adults fed the young birds
berries, which appeared to be Black Cherry (Prunus serotina). The Black Cherry was at
the peak of ripeness during the nesting activity.

Waxwings are generally considered a rather non-aggressive bird. Very little territory
is required by the species. However, the female will drive intruders away from the
immediate vicinity of the nest. There was little, if any, evidence of territoriality within the
Tanglewood nesting colony. Fifteen other species of birds were present within the area
occupied by the waxwings. Eleven of the 15 species were nesting and fledged young.
There was no evidence of nesting by the other four species that were present.

When the waxwing nestlings were approximately 17 days old, they left the nest late
in the afternoon, and when last observed all were perched in close proximity to each other
on a branch in a Post Oak (Quercus stellata). On the morning of the eighteenth day, one
fledgling returned to the nest, soon to be followed by the other four. On the afternoon of
the same day, the young suddenly "exploded" from the nest and flew about 15 m (50 feet)
to the "activity tree," where an adult arrived at the same instant from the opposite
direction. The adult fed all five young birds.

The fledglings remained in the nesting area for two additional days. Most often they
were seen in the Post Oak, which was the tree closest to the nesting tree. The young left the
nesting site with the parent birds and could not be located again.

The Tanglewood Park nesting colony appeared successful in fledging young from at
least five broods. This colony constitutes a first documented record of colonial nesting
Cedar Waxwings in the Carolinas. Photographs and further details pertaining to the
nesting activity are on file at the North Carolina State Museum of Natural Sciences,
Raleigh, N.C.
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