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A white-phase individual of the Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) was collected by
Post on 22 February 1986 on Minim Creek, Rochelle Plantation, Georgetown County,
S.C. This individual was first seen by Graham on 18 February 1986. It stayed in the same
locality until it was shot. The bird, a female (ChM 1986.38), was emaciated and weighed
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1700 g; ovaries were 10 x 15 mm. The specimen includes color photographs of the fresh
soft-parts.

Another documented record of this form was obtained by F. Spivey, on 20
September 1984, when he photographed an individual at Huntington Beach State Park
(four Kodachrome slides on file at Charleston Museum; ChM 86.37.1 through 8637.4).
This bird was first seen on 7 August 1984 at the same locality by F. Cobey.

We know of three detailed published records for this population in South Carolina.
The first record, documented by a photograph, was on 29 May 1943, near Yemassee, S.C.
(Auk 61:150). The second was a detailed note of a bird seen on 17 September 1961 at
Hilton Head Island (Chat 25:87-88). The third, a bird seen on upper Lake Marion in
extreme southern Sumter County on 29 September 1973 (Chat 39:17), is the only inland
occurrence known from the state.

The white phase of the Great Blue Heron breeds in the Florida Keys and the northern
Caribbean. Robertson (in Rare and Endangered Biota of Florida, Vol. 2, Birds, H.W. Kale
II, editor, 1978) discusses the taxonomic problems surrounding this localized population
of A. herodias. In brief, it was at one time classified as a separate species (Ardea
occidentalis), but is now only a color phase (occidentalis group of A. herodias; A.O.U.
Check-list, 1983).

We greatly appreciate the efforts of S. Miller, curator of natural sciences at Clemson
University, who prepared the specimen.
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