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A subadult Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) was discovered on the north
beach of Huntington Beach State Park, S.C., on 12 August 1985 by David Milson of
Ottawa, Canada, and Julie Finlayson, the park's seasonal naturalist. Milson, who had
previous experience with this species in England, recognized the bird immediately and
photographed it. The bird's dark mantle and slightly larger size distinguished it from
nearby Laughing Gulls (L. atricilla) and Ring-billed Gulls (L. delawarensis), and the
yellowish legs and black-tipped bill were readily visible with 7 x 35 mm binoculars at
approximatley 50 m.

On 24 August 1985 Frank Spivey and I observed and photographed a Lesser
Black-backed Gull at the same location where Milson and Finlayson had found the bird
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Fig. 1. Lesser Black-backed Gull, Huntington Beach State Park, S.C., 24 August 1985.
(Photo by C. Marsh)

12 days earlier. The bird was slightly larger than a Ring-billed Gull, but noticeably smaller
than a nearby adult Herring Gull (L. argentatus). Its small head size relative to its body
made its profile more similar to a Ring-billed Gull's than a Herring Gull's. The black-
tipped bill, mottled nape, uniformly dark gray mantle, and orangish-yellow legs indicated
the bird was in subadult 3-year-old plumage. Its dark gray, rather than black, mantle
further suggests that this bird was the British subspecies, L. f. graellsii, rather than L. f.
fuscus, the Scandinavian subspecies (Bruun, Birds of Europe, p. 144).

Lesser Black-backed Gulls have been reported in South Carolina on at least three
previous occasions (Chat 44:42, Chat 44:78, Chat 46:89), but this is the first documented
sighting. Two of the photographs I took of this bird, along with a duplicate of Milson's
photograph, are now on file at the Charleston Museum (ChM 1986.42.1 and 1986.42.2).
With the deposition of these photographs at the Charleston Museum, the Lesser Black-
backed Gull has now been placed on the official South Carolina State List.
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