Leach's Storm-Petrel on Lake Marion, S.C.: Second
Specimen for State; First Record for Interior of Carollnas
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On 25 July 1986 at about 1300 as we were crossing Lake Marion, at a point about
10 km NE of Eutawville, we flushed a Leach's Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa)
from the water surface. The bird circled our boat, and we were able to secure it. The
collection point is in Clarendon County, near the center of the lake and about equidistant
(2 km) from the northern and southern shares. This point is 90 km from the coast. We
assume that the bird was blown inland by Hurricane Bob, which passed over southern
Charleston County and then moved inland, over Lakes Moultrie and Marion, on 24 July.
The petrel is a male, with fully ossified skull, small testes (< 1 x 2 mm) no
subcutaneous fat, and an empty stomach. The weight was 35.8 g. and wing length is 149.2
mm. The bird was prepared as a study skin (WP 85.011; ChM 1986.43) with detached,
flattened wing and a separate partial skeleton saved.
The only other specimen of this form taken in South Carolina is a wing that was
found on the beach of the Isle of Palms, Charleston County, on 20 September 1926 by E.
von S. Dingle (ChM 1975.95). The identification of this specimen was confirmed by R.C.
Laybourne. Another documented record is a color photograph of a bird captured offshore
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from Hilton Head Island on 17 October 1984 by Haney (Chat 50:44). This slide is on file
at the Charleston Museum (ChM 1986.46). Leach's Storm-Petrels are occasionally seen
off the coast of South Carolina (for example, see Chat 50:44-46). However, ours is the first
inland record for either North Carolina or South Carolina.
We thank R.C. Laybourne of the Smithsonian Institution for examining the Leach's
Storm-Petrel wing mentioned above.
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