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... with Louis C. Fink
New Address

This columnist has moved to Florida, but is continuing the column at the request of
the Editor. Contributions are welcome, so send in your questions, comments, and observa-
tions. Yes, I miss my friends in Carolina—but consider this: Little Blue Herons and Cattle
Egrets feed on the front lawn, and a Killdeer skitters through the standing water next to
my car in the parking lot.—LOUIS C. FINK, 100 Clyde Morris Blvd., #155, Ormond
Beach, Florida 32074.

Clothes Make the Man?
Scientists have studied chickadees and sparrows to learn whether feather patterns

make a difference in social standing. It appears that when markings are bleached out or
enlarged artificially, the bird going back to his own flock must fight for dominance. But in
a new environment, the bird with strong, artificial marking may be accepted as a leader.

(MORE ITEMS ON PAGE 4)



Cooperation
U.S. News and World Report says that an Ivory-billed Woodpecker has been seen

500 miles east of Havana, Cuba, and confirmed by Lester Short, author of Woodpeckers
of the World. Cuba suspended logging and seems anxious to cooperate in saving the bird.

New Refuges
Mary and Maud Adams have given 628 acres of forest and lakes near Sioux City,

Iowa, to the State for a nature preserve. The sisters will live on the property, which
abounds in cormorants, pelicans and other birds, for their life-time. The world's first
preserve for shore birds has been established in Delaware and New Jersey on both sides of
Delaware Bay. It is said that 1 million birds of 20 species stop in the area every spring.

Big Money
The New York Times says that birding now attracts 21 million Americans and is

second only to gardening as a hobby. "There are incredible bucks in bird feeders," said one
retailer. Enthusiasm runs high. Bird Watcher's Digest started 8 years ago with 2,000
subscribers and now has 55,000. At Jamaica Bay Refuge, scores of watchers are on hand
every day before 0700. Now Birder's World is offering its charter issue. Roger Peterson's
field guide has sold 3 million copies, and 140,000 more are sold each year. Seven hundred
people have taken Cornell University's course in bird biology at $140.
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