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Adult Male Rufous Hummingbird
Photographed in North Carolina

HENRY D. HABERYAN HARRY E. LeGRAND JR.
Bluff Road, Cedar Point 331 Yadkin Drive
Swansboro, N.C. 28584 Raleigh, N.C. 27609

About midafternoon on 2 September 1985, an adult male Rufous Hummingbird
(Selasphorus rufus) appeared at a hummingbird feeder in the yard of the Henry Haberyan
residence at Cedar Point, Carteret County, N.C. Numerous Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
(Archilochus colubris) of both sexes had been present at this location since mid-April, and
they offered excellent opportunities for comparison with this new bird. The differences,
including the larger size of the Rufous, were readily apparent. The Rufous Hummingbird
was a fully adult male, as evidenced by a rusty-orange back without any green, which
would have been present on an immature Rufous, an adult female Rufous, or an Allen’s
Hummingbird (S. sasin) in any plumage. The rusty orange was also noted on the sides,
flanks, and under-tail coverts. The gorget was orange-red with striking iridescence in the
proper light. Green feathers were present in the crown, but they were not conspicuous. No
white was seen in the rusty-red, unforked tail. This bird was not particularly shy, readily
allowing an approach to within 30 feet. No closer approach was attempted.

The Rufous had a deliberate, “bumblebee” flight characterized by arcing turns rather
than the rapid, darting flight of the Ruby-throateds, which at first did not seem to know
what to make of the newcomer. Eventually several Ruby-throateds showed aggressive
behavior by making flight passes at the Rufous.

The male Rufous Hummingbird was present throughout the remainder of the after-
noon and appeared at the same feeder on the morning of 3 September. During this time a
number of color photographs were obtained, and the bird was studied by Wayne Irvin,
Ricky Davis, and Harry E. LeGrand Jr. The call of the Rufous Hummingbird, a buzzing
bee or bzee note, was heard on several occasions. The bird disappeared about 0945 on3
September and was not seen subsequently.

This is the third reported occurrence of a Selasphorus hummingbird for North
Carolina, but the first for an adult male. Because of the difficulty of separating female and
immature Rufous from the Allen’s Hummingbird in the same plumages, the previous two
records could only be considered as “probably Rufous,” based mainly on the much greater
likelihood of Selasphorus hummingbirds in the East being Rufous rather than the Allen’s.
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The first state record involved a bird at Raleigh from 2 to 5 November 1976 (Hader and
Howard, Chat 41:70-71); the second was of two birds near Hayesville from 17 October to
11 December 1981 (see LeGrand, Chat 49:71-72). Full descriptions of the Hayesville
birds have not been published, but photographs have been deposited at the North Carolina
State Museum of Natural Sciences. Haberyan has conclusively documented the occur-
rence of the adult male Rufous reported in this paper by donating color photographs to the
State Museum.

First Nesting of Sooty Tern in South Carolina

PHIL WILKINSON
South Carolina Wildlife & Marine Resources Department
407 Meeting Street, Georgetown, S.C. 29440

On 10 June 1980, I found a pair of Sooty Terns (Sterna fuscata) nesting on Bird Key
at the mouth of the Stono River in Charleston County, S.C. I was conducting the annual
survey of shorebird and seabird colonies along the South Carolina coast when I found the
nest. It contained one egg, which was colored white and was speckled with dark brownish
spots and larger blotches. The nest was a shallow scrape in the sand, unlined, but with
pieces of dried Saltmeadow Cordgrass (Spartina patens) pulled around the edge of the
scrape. The egg was on bare sand. Next to the nest was a clump of S. patens, which
partially drooped over the nest. The nest was situated behind the dunes on a relatively low,
flat, sandy area that was elevated above all but storm tides. It was on the periphery of a
Black Skimmer (Rynchops niger) and Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon nilotica) colony.

I returned to Bird Key on 26 June 1980. The nest was still attended, but the egg was
unhatched. At that time pictures of the egg, nest, and adults were taken. These pictures are
now at the Charleston Museum (ChM 1987.7.001-005).

I returned to the rookery again on 13 July 1980, at which time neither the egg nor a
chick was found. However, there were thousands of chicks of other species present, and
the one Sooty Tern chick could have easily been missed.

This is the first nesting record of the Sooty Tern for South Carolina. In 1978 a pair of
Sooty Terns attempted to nest at Morgan Island in the estuary north of Cape Lookout,
N.C. A nest with an egg was found there on 16 June 1978, beneath a clump of S. patens
(Fussell et al., Amer. Birds 35:236, 1981).

Otherwise, the nearest nesting areas of the Sooty Tern are in Florida at Bush Key in
the Dry Tortugas, and on the Chandeleur Islands in Louisiana (Clapp et al., Marine Birds
of the Southeastern United States and Gulf of Mexico, Part III, 1983).

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Another Sooty Tern pair nested in the lower Cape Fear River, N.C,,
in 1982 (Shields and Parnell, Chat 48:73-74, 1984).-—WP]
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