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About midafternoon on 2 September 1985, an adult male Rufous Hummingbird
(Selasphorus rufus) appeared at a hummingbird feeder in the yard of the Henry Haberyan
residence at Cedar Point, Carteret County, N.C. Numerous Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
(Archilochus colubris) of both sexes had been present at this location since mid-April, and
they offered excellent opportunities for comparison with this new bird. The differences,
including the larger size of the Rufous, were readily apparent. The Rufous Hummingbird
was a fully adult male, as evidenced by a rusty-orange back without any green, which
would have been present on an immature Rufous, an adult female Rufous, or an Allen's
Hummingbird (S. sasin) in any plumage. The rusty orange was also noted on the sides,
flanks, and under-tail coverts. The gorget was orange-red with striking iridescence in the
proper light. Green feathers were present in the crown, but they were not conspicuous. No
white was seen in the rusty-red, unforked tail. This bird was not particularly shy, readily
allowing an approach to within 30 feet. No closer approach was attempted.

The Rufous had a deliberate, "bumblebee" flight characterized by arcing turns rather
than the rapid, darting flight of the Ruby-throateds, which at first did not seem to know
what to make of the newcomer. Eventually several Ruby-throateds showed aggressive
behavior by making flight passes at the Rufous.

The male Rufous Hummingbird was present throughout the remainder of the after-
noon and appeared at the same feeder on the morning of 3 September. During this time a
number of color photographs were obtained, and the bird was studied by Wayne Irvin,
Ricky Davis, and Harry E. LeGrand Jr. The call of the Rufous Hummingbird, a buzzing
bee or bzee note, was heard on several occasions. The bird disappeared about 0945 on 3
September and was not seen subsequently.

This is the third reported occurrence of a Selasphorus hummingbird for North
Carolina, but the first for an adult male. Because of the difficulty of separating female and
immature Rufous from the Allen's Hummingbird in the same plumages, the previous two
records could only be considered as "probably Rufous," based mainly on the much greater
likelihood of Selasphorus hummingbirds in the East being Rufous rather than the Allen's.
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The first state record involved a bird at Raleigh from 2 to 5 November 1976 (Hader and
Howard, Chat 41:70-71); the second was of two birds near Hayesville from 17 October to
11 December 1981 (see LeGrand, Chat 49:71-72). Full descriptions of the Hayesville
birds have not been published, but photographs have been deposited at the North Carolina
State Museum of Natural Sciences. Haberyan has conclusively documented the occur-
rence of the adult male Rufous reported in this paper by donating color photographs to the
State Museum.
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