
Black-throated Gray Warbler at Wilmington, N.C.

KITTY KOSH
188 Lake Forest Parkway
Wilmington, N.C. 28401

On the morning of 5 January 1986, I observed a Black-throated Gray Warbler
(Dendroica nigrescens) in my back yard at Wilmington, New Hanover County, N.C.
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The bird was feeding in a Carolina Laurel Cherry (Prunus caroliniana), where it
remained for about 20 minutes.

Field marks were noted as follows: top of head and back were gray; wings were
gray with two white wingbars; gray cheek patch on the white face was darker than
the gray of the top of the head. There was dark streaking on the sides and a small
black area on the throat; the breast and abdomen were clear white. The diagnostic
yellow spot in front of the eye was not seen during the first observation. During
subsequent observations, in better light, the yellow spot was evident. The bird's
movement were frequent and quick, very much like a kinglet.

The bird was again seen on 6 and 7 January, when it was feeding in Live Oaks
(Quercus virginiana) on Lake Shore Drive several blocks from the site of the first
observation. It was not located between 7 and 16 January, but was seen daily from
16 to 22 January in the same general location. It was observed by numerous other
bird watchers during this period.

The warbler regularly traveled with a loose flock of small land birds that
included Tufted Titmice (Parus bicolor), Carolina Chickadees (Parus carolinensis),
kinglets, nuthatches, Yellow-rumped Warblers (Dendroica coronata), and Solitary
Vireos (Vireo solitarius). The Black-throated Gray Warbler was observed to feed
only in Live Oaks after the initial observation in a Carolina Laurel Cherry. It often
remained in the same tree for 15 to 20 minutes, working its way across the crown of
the tree at the outer tips of the limbs.

This represents the second published observation of the Black-throated Gray
Warbler in North Carolina. The first record was of a bird observed on 30 December
1965 at Orton Plantation in nearby Brunswick County (Chat 30:18, 24). There are
also two records from coastal South Carolina, the first from Charleston on 13
December 1941 (South Carolina Bird Life, 1949, p. 456) and the second on 29
March 1972 at Wadmalaw Island near Charleston (Chat 48:16).
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