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Edenton, N.C. 27932

I have a home near Edenton, Chowan County, N.C., in the middle of a large
acreage of mature deciduous trees. A number of species of woodland birds nest in
the woods near the house. On 20 May 1986 I found a Ruby-throated Hummingbird
(Archilochus colubria) nest by "bee-lining" the female as she left my hummingbird
feeder. She was still in the process of lining her nest with willow cotton, so I put a
Celestron telescope on it to observe her activities more closely. On 21 May, as I was
watching through the telescope, a female Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus virens)
entered the field of view, hovered beside the hummingbird nest, and quickly plucked
out a beakfull of willow cotton and flew off. I subsequently discovered that she was
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starting a nest on a dead limb of a Red Maple (Acer rubra) about 50 yards from the
hummingbird nest. The pewee returned for more material and was buzzed and
driven away, bill snapping, by the returning female Ruby-throated Hummingbird.
The female pewee persisted, however, and during the day. while the female
Hummingbird was absent, succeeded in totally destroying the nest. The Ruby-
throated Hummingbird has abandoned that site and appears to be nesting in the
woods on the other side of the house. I have not found the new nest.

On 23 May I saw the female Eastern Wood-Pewee hovering around the almost
completed nest of a pair of Summer Tanagers (Piranga rubra). As I watched, she
began to filch lining material from this nest. She made several trips to the Summer
Tanager nest during the day, taking substantial amounts of lining material from it.
In the face of this thievery, the Summer Tanagers may have abandoned this nest
site, as I have not seen them around it for several days.

Both nests were very well concealed, and the Summer Tanagers' nest was about
100 yards from the pewee's nest. The pewee has completed her nest, so presumably
her neighbors' nests are now safe. I had not previously observed this behavior in the
Eastern Wood-Pewee and in my limited searches could find no references to it in the
literature.
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