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In South Carolina, Snowy Egrets (Egretta thula) and Tricolored Herons
(Hydranassa tricolor) inhabit coastal areas and often wander into the interior after
the breeding season. However, no confirmed nestings have been reported away from
immediate coastal (tidewater) areas.

During the 1986 nesting season (March-July) we marked and monitored nests
in the mixed-species heronry on Green ("Bird") Island on Lake Marion, near
Eadytown, Berkeley County (33° 26'N, 80° 10'W). The colony site is 77 km from
the Atlantic Ocean (Fig. l). The most common species in the colony are Great
Egrets (Casmerodius albus), Cattle Egrets (Bubulcus ibis), and White Ibis
(Eudocimus albus). Other nesting species are Anhingas (Anhinga anhinga) and
Little Blue Herons (Florida caerulea).

From 30 May 1986, about the time that small herons and White Ibis started
nesting and Great Egrets had completed nesting, we usually saw five or more
Tricolored Herons in the heronry. They frequented the central, low-shrub area of
the island that was used most heavily by other nesting herons. The main tree in this
section were Buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis) and willow (Salix sp.). The
White Ibis built nests in taller trees on the edge of the island. These were mainly
Hackberry (Celtis sp.) and Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum).
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Fig. 1. Inland breeding localities of Snowy Egrets and Tricolored Herons in the
Carolinas and Georgia. Solid circles = confirmed nesting sites; circled squares =
reported, but not confirmed nesting sites.

On 11 July we found two nests containing young Tricolored Herons. In one
nest, located in the top of a low Buttonbush, we found two young that were about
21 days old. In another nest, we found one young bird about 25 days old.

On 13 June we saw at least five Snowy Egrets in the central shrub zone. Nest
153 had initially been identified as a Cattle Egret's on 30 May, but on 27 June, we
examined the three young in the nest closely and determined that they were Snowy
Egrets.

These are the first confirmed nesting records for Snowy Egrets and Tricolored
Herons in interior South Carolina. Based on aerial surveys, Osborn and Custer
(1978:110) reported Snowy Egrets nesting in the Pee Dee Islands heronry at
Marion, S.C., in 1975. This is 65 km from the coast (Fig. l). These authors also
mention fledged Snowy Egrets and Tricolored Herons at a heronry near the
Combahee River, north of Yemassee (Fig. 1), in 1975. This site is about 30 km
inland. However, no details of these records were published, and they were
apparently never confirmed on the ground. The information was published without
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further comment in inventory tables of all rookeries along the Atlantic coast
(Osborn and Custer 1978).

In North Carolina, Pearson et al. (1942) and Soots and Parnell (1979) reported
Snowy Egrets and Tricolored Herons nesting in the coastal plain at Orton Pond in
Brunswick County. This area is 1 km from the Cape Fear River and 5 km from the
ocean (Fig. l). Lennon's Marsh near Lumberton in Robeson County (100 km
inland) was the most diverse interior mixed-species heronry in North Carolina, but
neither Snowy Egrets nor Tricolored Herons nested there (Soots and Parnell 1979).

Tricolored Herons and Snowy Egrets have nested in several interior colonies in
Georgia. The first report of a Tricolored Heron nesting in the interior was in a
heronry south of the Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge (LeGrand 1976), about 200
km from the Gulf of Mexico (Fig. l). No details of this record were published. In
1979 two Tricolored Herons were fledged at Eufaula National Wildlife Refuge (B.
Orteg in LeGrand 1979). Another interior colony, near Rebecca, Georgia (200 km
from the Atlantic), had two Tricolored Heron nests in 1981 (Hopkins 1981).

The first Snowy Egrets nested in interior Georgia in 1970 at Spring Hill in
Wheeler County, about 150 km inland from the Atlantic (Fig. l) (Hopkins and
Kilgo 1971). In 1986 three or more pairs of Snowy Egrets nested in Baker County,
about 190 km from the Gulf of Mexico (M. Lynch and M. Hopkins fide H.
LeGrand, pers. comm.)

In general, both species appear to nest in the interior more commonly in areas
west of the Carolinas. For example, in addition to the Georgia records enumerated
above, there are interior nesting records of Snowy Egrets for Mississippi (Werschkul
1977) and Missouri (Peterson 1965). The latter breeding site is about 725 km from
the Gulf of Mexico. Still farther west, in Nevada, Snowy Egrets made up 12% of the
nesting birds in a colony about 420 km from the Pacific coast (Giles and Marshall
1954).

As both species have repeatedly invaded the interior of Georgia and states
farther west, it is surprising that there have been no verified nestings in the interior
of South Carolina until this time. It is probable that the species have nested on the
large interior lakes for some time, but have been overlooked. However, North
Carolina, with better observer coverage than South Carolina, has not yet had any
interior colonies with these species. Ornithologists in the interior of the Carolinas
should be aware that these species may begin to move farther inland along the
extensive network of hydroelectric lakes that have been created since World War II.
Particularly appropriate colonization sites are colonies of Cattle Egrets.
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