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The Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris) is on the South
Carolina hypothetical list (South Carolina Bird Life, 1970, p. 614), as no specimens
have been taken in the state.

From 1984 through 1986, we collected four Empidonax that can be definitely
assigned to flaviventris. All specimens were captured in mist nets placed in coastal
scrub (Myrica, Celtis, Baccharis) at the edge of a salt marsh (Hog Island, Mount
Pleasant) or next to dunes fronting Charleston Harbor (near Fort Moultrie,
Sullivan's Island). We identified the birds by employing the key of Phillips et al.
(Bird-Banding 37:153-171) and comparing them with other specimens of
Empidonax (Table 1). All four were juveniles.

TABLE 1. Yellow-bellied Flycatchers collected in Charleston County, S.C., 1984-1986.

Charleston Length (mm) of 6th Primary
Museum No. Sex Date Locality Wing' B111 2 10th Primary

vs. 5th
Formula B3 cut out?'

1987.3.247 F 04 Sept. Mt. Pleasant 65.2 5.5 10>5 4.6 yes
1984

1987.3.248 F 04 Sept. Sullivan's Is. 61.4 5.4 10<5 3.6 yes
1984

1987.3.249 F 23 Sept. Mt. Pleasant 62.1 5.9 10>5 4.0 yes
1985

1987.3.250 M 08 Sept. Sullivan's Is. 63.4 5.4 10>5 4.7 yes
1986

'Chord of wing
2 From center of nares
3 Distance between tip of sixth primary and the tip of the longest primary (see Phillips et al., op. cit.)
4See Phillips et al., op. cit.
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These data indicate that the Yellow-bellied Flycatcher is a regular, though rare,
early-fall migrant on the immediate coast. In the field, it is probably not possible to
separate the species of Empidonax that regularly occur in South Carolina unless the
subjects are singing, which they usually do only in the spring and summer.
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