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On 17 June 1988, Mark Spinks, Chance Carter and I located a pair of
Sooty Terns (Sterna fuscata) nesting on Raccoon Key, Cape Romain National
Wildlife Refuge, Charleston County, S.C. This site is 7.4 km west of a 1987
nesting site that was on Cape Island, and which is the second nesting site in
the state (Chat 52:40, 1988). As in 1987, the Sooty Tern nest was associated
with Black Skimmers (Rynchops niger), 188 nests, and Gull-billed Terns
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(Sterna nilotica), 58 nests. The 1987 nesting site had been abandoned. We
assume that the same group of birds nested on Raccoon Key in 1988. The
single Sooty Tern egg was under a clump of Beach Elder (Iva imbricata) close
to Black Skimmer and Gull-billed Tern nests. For reference, we marked a
stranded log 3 m west of the nest. On 15 July, we relocated the nest and
found a dark gray, ca. 1-day-old Sooty Tern chick 25 cm from the nest. The
chick had apparently died only a few hours before our arrival. We collected
the chick for the Charleston Museum (ChM No. 1988.74). This chick appears
to represent the first verified record of a Sooty Tern's hatching on the
Atlantic coast of North America.

[S. C. Editor's Note: The first South Carolina Sooty Tern nest was found in
1980 (Chat 51:51, 1987). —WP]
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