
THE RIVER AS LOOKING GLASS & OTHER STORIES
FROM THE OUTDOORS.

Craig Woods. 1988. The Stephen Greene Press/Pelham Books, distributed by
Viking Penguin Inc. 40 West 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010. paperback 121
p. $6.95

Birdwatchers are not the only people who enjoy the great outdoors and
few birdwatchers have written short stories that can match the likes of this col-
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lection by Craig Woods; a fisherman. Woods is not just a fisherman, he's a
fly-caster. Based on the contents of these stories, he appears to be a pretty
good fly-caster. He's an even better story teller.

Why in the world would people who are interested in birds want to read a
book of short stories by some guy who admits to occasionally going out to
shoot Woodcock? The answer is that here is a man who understands the
fundamental interaction between humans and their natural surroundings.
There's a quality to these stories that evokes memories of growing up; when
the world could be made to go away simply by catching fish, or watching birds,
or catching frogs. There are people here that we used to know, or wished we
did.

You could probably sit down and go through this little book in a good solid
evening of reading, but it would be a mistake. These are stories to linger over;
to savor as a fine meal. I found that I didn't want to read more than two or
three at a sitting because they needed time to incorporate themselves into my
being. Some of them a serious. Some of them are totally outrageous. All of
them are great.—H. T. Hendrickson

THE FLYFISHER'S 1990 CALENDAR

Ernest Schwiebert. 1989. Published by The Stephen Greene Press, distributed
by Viking Penguin Inc., 40 West 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010. $10.95

The perfect companion piece to the preceding book of short stories is this
calendar that is profusely illustrated with the natural prey of trout. These in-
sects are the models that have inspired fly-tiers for the last hundred or more
years. Frankly, my curiosity was aroused by knowing that there are such baits
as Coachmen, Quills, and yes, Hendricksons. But there's more.

Schwiebert sums it up best in April. "Fishing is more than fishing."
—H. T. Hendrickson

1990 THE BIRD IDENTIFICATION CALENDAR

John Sill. 1989. Published by The Stephen Greene Press, distributed by Viking
Penguin Inc., 40 West 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010. $8.95

Are you looking for an appropriate seasonal gift to give your bird watch-
ing friends? Do you need an attractive wall calendar in your kitchen? This
may be the answer to your problems. John Sills is a competent artist whose
birds are both attractive and accurate. Each painting comes with some light
commentary about the species portrayed. All are illustrated in conjunction
with the months in which they can be found (somewhere). Fortunately, Sills is
a much better than average painter because his commentaries on the Yellow-
breasted Chat and Eastern Meadowlark reveal that he could not function as
an effective systematist. — H.T. Hendrickson
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