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I obtained from the Bird Banding Laboratory a listing of House Finches
(Carpodacus mexicanus) recaptured after being banded in North Carolina. The
listing involved 23 recoveries, of which one was a second recapture. The list
was examined to determine to what states the birds go for the nesting season
after being in North Carolina during the winter.

A House Finch banded in North Carolina by J. D. Copeland on 7 April
1983 was recovered in Pennsylvania on 2 June 1983, showing that at least some
House Finches from more northern nesting grounds are still in North Carolina
in early April. With no records available to determine the time of autumn
migration to North Carolina, the winter season was arbitrarily set to start with
December. Thus, the winter season was defined as covering the period
December through April and the nesting season the period May through July.

Of the 23 recaptures, only 11 were of birds banded during the winter and
recovered during the nesting season. Assuming that these birds constitute a
representative sample of the winter population of House Finches in North
Carolina, the distribution of these birds during the nesting season can be
taken to indicate the percentages of the winter population of House Finces in
North Carolina going to the different states for the nesting season. Thus, of
House Finches in North Carolina during the winter, 54.5% go for the nesting
season to Pennsylvania, 18.2% go to New Jersey, 18.2% go to Maryland, and
9.1% go to Virginia.

Clearly, a sample of 11 birds is much smaller than is to be desired.
Pending the accumulation of more data, the figures given can be considered
as a first approximation of the breeding distribution of our wintering House
Finches.
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