A Scarlet ibis or Hybrid White Ibis X Scarlet Ibis
in South Carolina
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A pink ibis was seen on two occasions in the Charleston, S. C. area. The
bird was first seen by Ann N. Mithoefer on the NW end of Sullivan's Island
near Station 17 on 27 September 1987. On 29 September the bird was seen by
Henrietta Evatt on James Island Creek. The ibis was foraging in the salt
marsh and resting on a dock with 6-7 adult White Ibis (Eudocimus albus). Mrs.
Evatt photographed the bird and a print has been placed on file at The
Charleston Museum. Sidney A. Gauthreaux, Jr. reviewed the photographs of
the pink ibis, and concluded that the bird was similar to the White Ibis X
Scarlet Ibis (E. ruber) hybrids he observed in Flamingo, Florida in January 1983.
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Hybridization was first known to occur in a colony of White Ibises in
Greynolds Park, Florida, where Scarlet Ibis eggs were introduced from
Trinidad in July 1961 (Bundy, Audubon Mag. 67:84-85, 1965; Zahl, National
Geogr. 132:874-882, 1967). The first hybrids were pink and salmon colored.
In the overlapping ranges of the Scarlet and White Ibises in Colombia
and Venezuela a natural hybrid population exists (Ramo and Busto, Col.
Waterbirds 10(1):111-114, 1987). They recorded 40 mixed pairs and observed
14 mixed copulation between White and Scarlet Ibis from 1981 to 1984.
Because these observations of mixed pairs were made in different locations
over a period of years, this does not appear to be a rare event. Ramo and
Busto reported that "the color of the Scarlet Ibis in the colonies varied from
light orange to scarlet." They also commented that some white birds had
scattered orange feathers and suggested that this was further evidence of
hybridization. Currently Scarlet and White Ibises are hybridizing in a large
flight cage at Disney World in Orlando, Florida (Palmer E. Krantz, pers.
comm.).
It is possible that pink ibises are escaped Scarlet Ibises. According to
Keith Bildstein (pers. comm.) Scarlet Ibises kept in captivity and fed
inadequate amounts of βkeratin turn pink., and these birds are often difficult
to differentiate from the hybrids . Palmer E. Krantz (pers. comm.), in contrast,
reports that escaped Scarlet Ibises are still very red and do not appear pink.
During spring 1989 a pink ibis was seen several times by University of
Georgia researchers in the White Ibis nesting colony on Pumpkinseed Island
in Winyah Bay near Georgetown, South Carolina and on one occasion the
researchers observed a Scarlet Ibis (Tony DeSanto, pers. comm. and in prep.).
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