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On 1 July 1989 at 1330 h we saw a Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus)
flying along a tree line bordering a large cutover area just inside the gate to
Fairlawn Plantation on Gerund's Bridge Road (SR 98), Charleston County,
South Carolina. The kite was back-lit initially, but was in good light. Flying
toward the east, the kite dove into the canopy, and reappeared, grasping in its
talons a small brown bat with wings still flapping. Several times the kite
reached down, and pulling at the bat, removed its wings, and then began
consuming it in flight. Once, the remains were dropped, and retrieved in air.
The bat was completely eaten on the wing. While the kite was eating this bat,
we saw another bat flying around, which may have been flushed during the
capture of the first one. We do not know the species of the bat that was
captured.
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On 22 July 1989 at about 1100 h, we were standing beside U.S. 17, near
Awendaw, S.C. at the gate to the Charleston Kiwi Fruit Farm. The area across
the highway is an old weedy pasture with trees along ditch banks. We saw
four Swallow-tailed Kites flying in the distance, and as they came toward us,
they crossed the highway and flew behind some trees. They returned after
about five minutes. One kite had a Rough Green Snake (Opheodrys aestivus)
that it was consuming in flight. These four kites flew around for about ten
minutes. Two of them were calling in the manner of young begging for food.
Again they went behind the trees of the kiwifruit farm. Next, one of the kites
landed in the top of a large Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) to the left of the farm
gate and directly above us. It had a whole rough Green Snake, which it
draped over a branch. This bird appeared to be an adult that was
accompanied by young kites. In all we saw six Swallow-tailed Kites during the
thirty minutes.
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