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While the phrase has probably been overused, this book could be appropriately
sub-titled "Everything you ever wanted to know about Ospreys but were afraid to
ask". Fear not, most of your questions will be answered in this delightful text.
Alan Poole has reviewed all of the relevant literature on Ospreys through 1987 and
presented it in a clear, logical fashion that people with any interest in birds will
have no difficulty comprehending.. Poole's presentation is aided significantly by
his own extensive research experience with the species on Long Island Sound,
Chesapeake Bay, and Florida Bay.

The Osprey is a bird that has caught the attention and the admiration of people
around the world for its size, position in the food chain, and its conspicuous nest-
ing habits. It is a bird that appears to have accommodated to human beings fairly
well. They are not only tolerant of human activity near their spectacular nests, but
in some areas seem to prefer human-provided sites for nesting and frequently include
all kinds of human artifacts in the structure of the nest itself.

This close physical and emotional association between bird and human appears
to have been fortunate for both as Poole relates in the now well-known tale about
nesting failures caused by DDT and other organo-chlorines. The spectacular decline
in the numbers of Ospreys in southern New England is largely responsible for dis-
continuing the use of this class of insecticides throughout the country. The recov-
ery of the depressed Osprey populations was almost immediate. What effect the
continued use of these chemicals would have had on human populations is still a
subject of intense debate. It came as something of a surprise to me how few
Osprey populations were affected by organo-chlorine poisoning. Primarily, it was
the populations in the northeastern United States, and to a lesser extent, those

3 0 	 The Chat Vol. 54



around the Chesapeake Bay. These are the populations surrounded by some of the
densest populations of humans, who have access to some of the most effective
means of public communication ever devised.

The future for Ospreys looks bright. Although humans continue to modify the
natural habitats in ways that are detrimental to many species, Ospreys continue to
exhibit a range of adaptability that promises to keep them with us into the foresee-
able future.
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