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On 10 January 1990, we observed and photographed (see cover & Fig. 1) a
Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) at the South Jetty of Murrells Inlet, Huntington
Beach State Park, Georgetown Co., S. C. We watched the bird for 15 minutes in
good light with 7x binoculars at distances of less than 15 m. The bird was in second
winter plumage and at close range the white eye-ring was visible. When flying with
Herring Gulls (L. argentatus), the bird appeared somewhat larger with a longer and
heavier bill.

The Glaucous Gull is considered a casual winter visitor on the South Carolina
Coast (Post and Gauthreaux, 1989, Contributions Charleston Museum: 18). To date
there have been about seven documented records including two specimens (Post and
Gauthreaux, op. cit., Sprunt and Chamberlain, 1949, South Carolina Bird Life,
Univ. South Carolina press, Columbia). This sighting is the eighth record and the
first with photographic documentation.
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Fig. 1. Glaucous Gull in flight at Murrells Inlet, South Carolina on 10 January
1990. Photo by Pete Laurie.
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