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On 5 May 1989 I observed a Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) at the Corps of
Engineer's dredged-spoils site, on the east side of US 17A, just before crossing the
Savannah River in extreme SW Jasper County, S. C.

The Ruff was in a mixed flock of shorebirds including: Greater Yellowlegs
(Tringa melanoleuca), Lesser Yellowlegs (T. flavipes),.Willets (Catoptrophorus
semipalmatus),Dunlins (Calidris alpina), assorted peeps and both dowitcher species
(mainly Limnodromus scolopaceus , and some L. griseus). I was able to compare
the Ruff with the associated species in good light from as close as 60 m

with 7X power binoculars and a 15-60X telescope for 15 to 20 min. I was able to see clearly
the bird's erect posture, scaley-brown back and flesh-colored legs. I also could see
distinct white ovals on each side of the tail when it flew. The bird was stillpresent
and east to observe when I left the site two hours later. On subsequent trips later that
week, I failed to relocate the Ruff.

This is the sixth documented record for this species in South Carolina (Post and
Gauthreaux, Contrib. Charleston Mus.18, 1989) and the second report from this site
(Cooper, Chat 51:71, 1987).
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