A Ruff Sight Record for South Carolina

THOMAS C. SMITH, JR.
313 Abercorn Street
Savannah, GA 31401

On 5 May 1989 I observed a Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) at the Corps of
Engineer's dredged-spoils site, on the east side of US 17A, just before crossing the
Savannah River in extreme SW IasTr County, S. C.

The Ruff was in a mixed flock of shorebirds including: Greater Yellowlegs
(Tringa melanoleuca), Lesser Yellowlegs (T. flavipes),.-Willets (Catoptrophorus
semipalmatus), Dunlins (Calidris alpina), assorted peeps and both dowitcher species
(mainly Limnodromus scolopaceus , and some L. griseus). 1 was able to
the Ruff with the associ ies in good light from as close as 60 m with 7X
power binoculars and a 15-60X tel for 15 to 20 min. I was able to see clearly
the bird's erect posture, scaley-brown back and flesh-colored legs. I also could see
distinct white ovals on each side of the tail when it flew. The bird was still present
and east to observe when I left the site two hours later. On subsequent trips later that
week, I failed to relocate the Ruff,

This is the sixth documented record for this species in South Carolina (Post and
Gauthreaux, Contrib. Charleston Mus.18, 1989) and the second report from this site
(Cooper, Chat 51:71, 1987).

Glaucous Gull at Huntington Beach State Park,
South Carolina

PETE LAURIE NAN C. JENKINS
750 Copperhead Trail 1216 Oldwanus Rd.
Johns Island, SC 29455 Mount Pleasant, SC 24964

On 10 January 1990, we observed and photographed (see cover & Fig. 1) a
Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) at the South Jeity of Murrells Inlet, Huntington
Beach State Park, Georgetown Co., S. C. We watched the bird for 15 minutes in
good light with 7x binoculars at distances of less than 15 m. The bird was in second
winter plumage and at close range the white eye-ring was visible. When flying with
gzrringb(_‘ﬁxlls (L. argentatus), the bird appeared somewhat larger with a longer and

vier bill.

The Glaucous Gull is considered a casual winter visitor on the South Carolina
Coast (Post and Gauthreaux, 1989, Contributions Charleston Museum: 18). To date
there have been about seven documented records including two imens (Post and
Gauthreaux, op. cit., Sprunt and Chamberlain, 1949, South Carolina Bird Life,
Univ. South Carolina press, Columbia). This sighting is the eighth record and the
first with photographic documentation.
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