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Around 25 August 1984, Duyck found a nest with two fresh eggs of the
Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) at 1769 m on Black Balsam Knob,
Haywood County, North Carolina. The nest was 1.2 m above ground in a
Rhododendron 1.5 m tall. Habitat was extensive Rhododendron (spp.) and
northern hardwood shrubs and thickets on the north slope of the mountain. The
nest was checked almost daily thereafter. Two adults associated at the nest
and no further eggs were laid. The clutch hatched on 3 September. One of the
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nestlings disappeared, but the remaining bird was fed by the adults through 16
September. That night, a severe freeze with thick hoar frost occurred. When
Duyck returned to check the nest on 17 September, the nestling was frozen and
the adults were absent.

On 25 August 1987, McNair found one bird of a pair of waxwings nest-
building at 1708 m, about 3 km W of the above locality in the Great Balsam
Mountains. The nest was placed 2.1 m above ground in the crotch of a 4.6-m-
high yellow birch (Betula lutea) near the edge of a young northern hardwood
and red spruce (Picea rubens) forest. On 15 September, the nest was finished,
but contained no eggs. Only one adult waxwing was in the vicinity. Later
checks confirmed that the nest had been abandoned.

Cedar Waxwing nests with eggs or young have been found in the south-
eastern United States occasionally through late August, including ones in upper
and middle elevations of the Blue Ridge Mountains (McNair, 1987). Although
waxwings are most numerous as breeders in North Carolina at upper and mid-
dle elevations of the Blue Ridge Mountains, severe weather at the upper eleva-
tions may limit opportunities for successful breeding late in the year.
Nevertheless, to determine the frequency and importance of late-season breed-
ing at various elevations requires thorough study.
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