





among a small flock of waxwings, both adults and juveniles, and foraging
nearby were species other than the vireo, e.g., Black-throated Green Warbler
(Dendroica virens) and Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia). No birds
interfered with the adult waxwing as it fed the juvenile waxwing or when the
juvenile vireo begged for food.

Our report appears to be the first to suggest a Cedar Waxwing (or any
bombycillid possibly feeding young of another species. Shy (1982) did not re-
port any interspecific feeding by bombycillids. Fledglings may solicit food
from adults of different species, one proximate cause of interspecific feeding
among birds (Shy, 1982).

Northern Oriole.—On one day in June in the 1980’s, C. B. Quinlan watched
an adult male Northern Oriole (Icterus galbula) feed nestling Orchard Orioles
(1. spurius) at their nest 4 m above ground in a 11-m-tall white pine (Pinus
strobus) near Lake Chauncy at Framingham, Middlesex County, Massachu-
setts. The Northern Oriole made several trips in 2 h to the nest, where it fed
caterpillars to several Orchard Oriole nestlings. The nesting pair of Orchard
Orioles was also present. During the same 2 h, the second-year male made
about 8 trips to the nest, where it fed insects to its young. The female did not
visit the nest during this period. No interactions between the two species of
adults were seen.

Our report appears to be the first to document a Northern (Baltimore)
Oriole feeding young of another species (Shy, 1982). Shy listed the Common
Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) as the only species of Icteridae known to feed
young of a different species.

Conclusion.—Except for the case of the Cedar Waxwing feeding the Red-
eyed Vireo, we cannot assign proximate causes for the interspecific feeding of
young reported above, based on the eight categories of Shy (1982), because we
do not know the prior history of any of the adult oscines. Shy (1982) and
Eltzroth and Robinson (1984) state that misdirected parental care is the most
likely explanation when adult birds feed young of different species. Although
misdirected parental care may apply to all but one of the reports above, we
have no direct evidence that the adult oscines were in breeding condition.
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