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On 28 August 1990, my wife, June R. Conway, noticed a Ruby-throated
Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) drop to the ground from one of our hum-
mingbird feeders. Upon examining the bird, a first year male, she found that it
had been eviscerated. Still on the feeder was the culprit, a praying mantis
(Mantis religiosa).

Despite their agility in flight, hummingbirds do fall victims to a variety of
predators and environmental hazards such as spider webs and thistles, Winsor
Marrett Tyler (in Bent) cites reports of hummingbirds being caught by a drag-
onfly (Insecta: Odonata), Merlin (Falco columbarius), and a bass (Micropterus
sp.?) which leaped out of the water to catch a low-flying individual. Terres
(1980) cites reports of predators which captured hummingbirds: tropical Bat
Falcon (F. rufigularis), Merlin, American Kestrel (F. sparverius), Sharp-

Spring 1992 	 31 "



shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus), Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus
tyrannulus), orioles (Icterus sp.?), and tropical frogs.
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