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On 28 March 1992, we observed a Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis)
on the edge of county road 1120, about 3 miles NE of the Moores Creek
National Battleground in Pender County, NC. We were trapping and banding
raptors and, in fact, tried (without success) to lure the goshawk with our
mouse-baited balchatri.

The bird was remarkably unconcerned about our presence, and from our car
we gained an unobstructed view (with and without binoculars and in full light)
at a distance of no more than 25 yards from its perch in a small tree some 20
feet above ground. Gregory and Gregory (1982) noted what they called
"brazen" behavior of a Northern Goshawk observed in Wake County, NC; they
walked within 40 feet of the bird before it bothered to move, when it flew just
another 30 feet. In our case, we observed the bird at the time the balchatri was
dropped, then again for several minutes at the time the trap was retrieved. The
bird remained perched throughout the entire period of our observation, perhaps
25 minutes from start to finish.

The goshawk we observed was in adult plumage; its prominent white brow-
stripe over a black cheek, gray back and pale breast were obvious, as was its
long tail (whose muted bands also were visible a such close range). The bird's
fiery red eyes were especially conspicuous, not unlike those of the Mississippi
Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis) with which we are familiar. Although we could
quite clearly see the white plumage under the tail, the oft-cited fluffy nature of
these feathers was not readily apparent. In size, the bird was more robust and
half again as large as a Cooper's Hawk (A. cooperii) and lacked any of the lat-
ter species' characteristics (e.g., reddish-barred breast). We also are familiar
with the male plumage of the somewhat similarly sized Northern Harrier
(Circus cyaneus), but the head markings and eye color of the bird we observed
clearly eliminated confusion with the latter species; nor was the wooded habi-
tat and resolute perching behavior at all typical of harriers.

Southern records for Northern Goshawks seldom include sightings from the
coastal plain of North Carolina. For the latter region, we are aware of a record
for September 1978 at Fort Fisher inI New Hanover County (Davis and Parnell
1983). A winter sighting of a goshawk at Lake Phelps in coastal Washington
County, NC, gave pause to LeGrand (Chat 54:23), who remarked that such a
record was "amazing," given that the few accounts of the species in North
Carolina usually occur only in the mountains or piedmont. An immature
goshawk was reported (Chat 41:99), also in March, at Oak Island near Long
Beach in Brunswick County, NC, some 45 air miles south of our sighting in
Pender County. Two adults were sighted at Long Beach in October 1977, and a
lone bird was recorded in Northhampton County near Occoneechee Neck (Chat
42:62). The possibility remains that any of these sightings, including our obser-
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vation in Pender County, might be an escapee from either a falconer or an
aviary. However, we did not observe a falconer's jesses on the bird's tarsi, nor
are we aware of any aviaries in the surrounding area whose collections include
large raptors, although either a falconer or an aviary might be operating without
notice.

Based on Knight's (1990) analysis, March is among the months when rela-
tively few Northern Goshawks are observed in North Carolina and Tennessee
(i.e., 9 of 92 records). We trust our observation of a Northern Goshawk in the
coastal plain of North Carolina may help unravel the species' uncertain status
in North Carolina (see Potter et al. 1980). At present, the Northern Goshawk is
not included in the checklist of the Lower Cape Fear Bird Club.

We thank J. F. Parnell for calling our attention to the sighting at Fort
Fisher. Parnell, H. C. Mueller, and R. L. Knight kindly reviewed a previous
draft of our manuscript.

LITERATURE CITED

Davis, R.J. and J.F. Parnell. 1983. Fall migration of land birds at Fort Fisher,
New Hanover County, NC. Chat 47:85-95.

Gregory, W.C. and M.P. Gregory. 1982. A brazen predator, the goshawk. Chat
46:38-39.

Knight, R.L. 1990. Northern goshawk at Roan Mountain, Tennessee and North
Carolina, with comments on its status in these two states. Chat 54:14-16.

Potter, E.F., J.F. Parnell, and R.P. Teulings. 1980. Birds of the Carolinas. Univ.
North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill.

Fall 1992
	

79


	Page 1
	Page 2

