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NOTICE

Publication of any unusual sightings of birds in the Field Notes or Briefs for the Files
does not imply that these reports have been accepted into the official Checklist of Birds
records for either North or South Carolina. Decisions regarding the official Checklists
are made by the respective State Records Committees and will be reported upon period-
ically in THE CHAT.

Pied-billed Grebe Breeding Records
in the Southern Blue Ridge Mountains

MARCUS B. SIMPSON, JR.
Department of Pathology
George Washington University School of Medicine
901 23rd Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037

Although the Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) occurs as an un-
common to rare summer resident in the southern Appalachians (Hall 1983,
Kain 1987, Simpson 1992), previously published nesting reports have been con-
fined to the Allegheny Mountain region, as noted by Hall (1983) at Canaan
Valley, Tucker County, W. Va., and in the Ridge and Valley area, as noted by
Kain (1987) at Laurel Bed Lake, Russell County, Va. The following observa-
tions indicate that the species also nests farther south in the Appalachians in
the Blue Ridge Mountain province of western North Carolina.

On the morning of 19 June 1992, I observed an adult Pied-billed Grebe car-
rying fish to a small grebe chick in the grassy margin of Bass Lake (el. 3,560
ft.), a 22-acre impoundment at Moses H. Cone Memorial Park on the Blue
Ridge Parkway in Watauga County, N.C. The young grebe remained well con-
cealed in the dense vegetation at the shallow end of the lake while the adult
was engaged in diving for small fish in the open portions of the lake. Upon suc-
cessful capture of prey, the adult swam rapidly and directly toward the chick,
which usually moved a few yards towards the open water to take the fish from
the adult. The chick then quickly retreated into the dense vegetation that ex-
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tended as much as 50 feet into the shallow waters along the upper margin of
the lake. This feeding sequence was repeated six times during my period of ob-
servation.

Maxilla Evans (pers. comm.) reports that individual adults and pairs of
Pied-billed Grebes have been regularly noted at Lake Junaluska, Haywood
County, N.C. (el. 2,562 ft.) during the spring and summer months for much of
the past few decades. Although she cannot determine the exact year of the
record, she has observed an adult Pied-billed Grebe with a young chick on its
back at the lake. These records pre-date the alterations of the shoreline and
drainage of the marshy borders of the lake in recent years, which has signifi-
cantly reduced the habitat suitable for nesting at Lake Junaluska. Evans states
that pairs of grebes are still often seen throughout the spring months, but no ev-
idence of nesting has been noted during the past few years, when the manage-
ment policy for the lake has included lowering of the water level during the
spring.

These records indicate that the Pied-billed Grebe nests in the southern
Blue Ridge Mountain province. Observers should document future breeding ev-
idence from the region, with particular attention to site characteristics, dates,
clutch size, fledgling success, and number of broods.

Acknowledgment: My thanks go to Eloise F. Potter for reviewing an earlier
draft of the manuscript.
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