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On 14 June 1990, Richard and Marge Murray found five territorial Piping
Plovers (Charadrius melodus) on the eastern end of Waites Island, Horry
County, S.C. Waites Island is located northeast of Cherry Grove Beach near
the North Carolina state line and is the easternmost barrier island in South
Carolina. The habitat was typical and similar to that described by Golder
(1986) and Cooper (1990).

Two adults were observed giving a "broken wing" distraction display. After
a 30-minute search, one young flightless (warbler size) chick was found
crouching in the dunes. The incomplete neck ring, light sand-colored upper
parts, and diagnostic calls of the attending adults were observed. On 18 June
1990, Richard Murray and Frank Nesmith found one chick and four agitated
adults but no eggs during a two-hour search.

On 29 May 1991, Richard and Marge Murray and Mary McDavit visited
Waites Island. McDavit spotted an adult Piping Plover calling and giving a
frantic distraction display while running in circles around one downy flightless
chick. All of the pertinent field marks were observed including the distinctive
upper tail pattern. The chick was photographed after it ran into shallow water
and was rescued. No eggs were found during a two-hour search.

Richard Murray has had about 30-years experience with Piping Plovers at
nesting sites, mostly in New Jersey and Virginia. Although Piping Plovers are
known to nest in North Carolina as far south as Shackleford Banks near
Morehead City (Cooper 1990), these observations constitute the first docu-
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mented nesting records of Piping Plovers in South Carolina (Post and
Gauthreaux 1989).

We thank Richard D. Brown and Dennis M. Forsythe for reviewing this re-
port.
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