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NOTICE

Publication of any unusual sightings of birds in the Field Notes or Briefs for the Files
does not imply that these reports have been accepted into the official Checklist of Birds
records for either North or South Carolina. Decisions regarding the official Checklists
are made by the respective State Records Committees and will be reported upon
periodically in THE CHAT.

First Documented Record of Black Guillemot
(Cepphus grylle) in South Carolina

THEODORE T. BUERGER 1
285 Horseshoe Road
Central, SC 29630

On 27 November 1992, a juvenile Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle) was
discovered at the tip of the south jetty at Huntington Beach State Park,
Georgetown County, S.C. Besides myself, four others (Katherine Hunt,
Nicholas Gard, Spencer Mortensen, Heather Sutton) saw the bird. After reach-
ing the end of the jetty, we saw an alcid that had the general appearance of a
guillemot. I have seen Pigeon Guillemots (Cepphus columba) in Washington
State, and others in the party were familiar with Black Guillemots. After con-
sulting our field guides, we decided that the bird was a juvenile Black
Guillemot. We first saw the bird at 1015 h (high tide) for 30 minutes at 8 m. I
returned at 1415 h to further observe and photograph the guillemot.

A Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) swimming close to the guillemot al-
lowed direct size comparison. The Black Guillemot's neck was long but no-
ticeably shorter than the grebe's and both species were the same body length.
The guillemot was chunky in appearance and swam high on the water. The
wings were darker than the rest of the body. The scapulars were tipped with
white, and the white wing patch was broken up by dark-tipped feathers. When
shown in flight, the underwing (almost white with darker trailing edges) and
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bright reddish-orange legs were distinctive. The bird's upperparts were whitish,
with prominent black areas on the hindneck and nape. The mantle, back, and
rump were mottled black and white and the underparts were white.

Fig. 1. Juvenile Black Guillemot at Huntington Beach State Park, S.C., on
4 December 1992. Photo by Jack Peachey.

The guillemot used the rock jetty as a feeding area. We observed the bird
consume small fish and what appeared to be a starfish. The bird would swim
away from the jetty (< 100 m) to preen and loaf or when disturbed by human
activities around the jetty.

There have been two reports of the Black Guillemot in South Carolina
(Probst 1976). The first was an adult on 21 September 1958 at Morris Island by
A. Mikell and was reported by A. Sprunt, Jr., in J. D. Donehue's column in the
Charleston News and Courier. The second sighting also was of an adult by
Probst and his party on 17 April 1975 at Huntington Beach. The guillemot was
150-180 m offshore, and could not be photographed. Based on the first report,
Sprunt and Chamberlain (1970) listed Black Guillemot as hypothetical. Black
Guillemot is classified as Provisional I by Post and Gauthreaux (1989) and
only the second sighting is accepted by the authors.

This is the first record for Black Guillemot in South Carolina that is docu-
mented with a photograph. The sighting report and photograph were accepted
by the S. C. Bird Records Committee. Black Guillemots normally winter
adjacent to their breeding range, and are usually seen as far south as Rhode
Island. They are casual south to Long Island, New York, and southern New
Jersey (Harrison 1985).

I thank two anonymous reviewers for their helpful comments on an earlier
draft of this manuscript.
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1 Present address: 776 SE Goodnight Avenue, Corvallis, OR 97333.
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