





during 1987 found 692 pairs in 38 colonies; 71% of the birds and 38% of the
colonies were on rooftops (Paul 1987). Over one-half of Maryland’s Least Tern
population nested on building roofs during 1991 (Armistead 1991). The
opportunistic nesting behavior of the Least Tern may result in additional
rooftop colonies in North Carolina.
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BRIEFS FOR THE FILES

RICKY DAVIS
(All dates Spring 1993

'RED-THROATED LOON: Usually single birds are found inland, so somewhat
surprising was the presence of two in the Greensboro, N.C. area in late
March to early April with one at Lake Townsend and one on Lake Brandt
(Henry Link, Herb Hendrickson).

PACIFIC LOON: A bird was picked up at Atlantic Beach, N.C. and was taken
to a local wildlife shelter on 24 March and was released on 3 April after
being photographed and measured (Paul Spitzer). Another or the same
individual was observed near Cape Lookout bight on 30 April by Spitzer
(fide John Fussell). Also Derb Carter found a Pacific at Figure 8 Island on
18 April which was subsequently seen by Sam Cooper and Kevin
‘Markham. This species is very rare in the Carolinas even though records
are occurring more frequently in the last couple of years. Observers should
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