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WHITE IBIS: WETLAND WANDERER.

Keith L. Bildstein. 1993. Smithsonian Institution Press, Department 900, Blue
Ridge Summit, PA 17294. Hardback, 242 pp including references and index.
$22.50.

Keith Bildstein, formerly on the faculty of Winthrop College in South
Carolina and now the director of research at Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania,
has written this book describing his fifteen years of research in the life of the
White Ibis at Hobcaw Barony near Georgetown, South Carolina.

I highly recommend this book to all readers of The Chat because it does an
excellent job of describing the biology of a distinctive element of the avifauna
of the Carolinas and, if this is possible, an even better job of describing how
scientists actually conduct their studies. Scientists tend to be perceived as
mysterious people in white coats who perform mystical activities that result in
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increased knowledge about all sorts of arcane topics. Bildstein does a
wonderful job of showing how it's really done with all the practical, human
problems. What is even better, he makes it interesting to read.

While I thought the whole book was interesting, I was particularly
intrigued by the last three chapters dealing with ibises in Trinidad, Hurricane
Hugo, and conservation issues. These three chapters are particularly sobering
and more than a little frightening for anyone with an interest in and concern for
natural environments. H. T. Hendrickson
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