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On 30 July 1994, Harrigal, Laurie and Floyd observed two Black-bellied
Whistling Ducks (Dendrocygna autumnalis) at the Donnelley Wildlife Management
Area near Green Pond, Colleton Co., South Carolina. The birds were preening and
feeding in a waterfowl impoundment where the water level had been lowered for
management purposes.

The birds were seen in excellent early morning light from a distance of 50 m for
15 minutes. The birds were photographed by Laurie (Fig. 1). The red-orange bill, red
legs, distinct white eye ring, cinnamon back, black belly and large white wing
patches were unmistakable. Harrigal had observed the birds in the same location on
two separate occasions on the previous day.
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Figure 1. Black-bellied Whistling Ducks at Donnelley Wildlife Management Area in
Colleton County, SC. Photo by Pete Laurie.

This appears to be the second documented record of Black-bellied Whistling
Ducks in South Carolina (Martin 1984). There is always doubt about the origins of
vagrant waterfowl especially a colorful tropical species like this Whistling Duck but
the recent plethora of extralimital records from as far away as Quebec, Ontario and
Iowa (Kaufman 1994) suggest that the South Carolina birds were genuine wandering
wild birds. The presence of a tropical depression that several weeks earlier had moved
into the Southeast from the Gulf of Mexico and stalled in Georgia may have
contributed to these birds being beyond their normal range and reinforced the view of
the wild origin of these birds.
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