Copies of the original photos will be submitted to the North Carolina
State Museum at Raleigh.
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First North Carolina Record of Yellow-legged Gull

ROBERT H. LEWIS
176 Hunter Avenue
Tarrytown, NY 10591

Beginning on the Christmas Bird Count of December 30, 1994 and
continuing into January and February of 1995, many observers in the Cape
Hatteras Point area (Buxton, Dare County, NC) reported seeing adult gulls
with gray mantles darker than Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) but paler than
Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus), and with yellow or yellowish legs.
Several of these birds were thought to be Yellow-legged Gulls (Larus
cachinnans), but definitive evidence proved difficult to obtain.

Yellow-legged Gull is a recently recognized species that breeds around
the Mediterranean Sea and east into Turkey and the Caucuses. The
populations that comprise the species were formerly considered to be races
of Herring Gull under the names L. a. michahellis, atlantis, and cachinnans.
Good references for this complex situation are the well known book by
Grant (1986) and the article by D. Gruber in the German magazine Limicola
(1995). There are several North American records of the species, the best
known being the bird that frequented Georgetown reservoir in Washington
D.C. for several winters in the early 1990’s (Wilds and Czaplak 1994).
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birders need to be aware of the possibility of hybrids between that species
and Herring Gull (Post and Lewis, 1995). Indeed, some of the other birds
mentioned above seen in January and February may have been such a
hybrid. The bird discussed here had mantle color and wing pattern that
conclusively eliminate the hybrid possibility.

Copies of the original photos will be submitted to the North Carolina
State Museum at Raleigh.
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