
General Field Notes
Will Cook
North Carolina Editor
418 Sharon Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
cwcook@acpub.duke.edu

Dennis M. Forsythe
South Carolina Editor
Department of Biology
The Citadel
Charleston, SC 29409
forsythed@citadel.edu
Fax: (803)-953-7084

Cayenne Tern at Cape Hatteras, NC

Stephen J. Dinsmore 	 Todd Hass
612½ West Magnolia St. 	 Department of Biology
Fort Collins, CO 80521
	

University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3280

On 23 September 1994, we observed an adult Cayenne Tern (Sterna
sandvicensis eurygnatha) at Cape Hatteras point, Dare County, North
Carolina. Cayenne Terns, described in detail by Junge and Voous (1955), are
usually considered a southern race of Sandwich Tern (S. sandvicensis),
although the relationship is still unclear (see Buckley and Buckley, 1984). We
studied and photographed the bird from 1020-1055 EDT.

Throughout the observation, the bird associated with a small flock of
Sandwich and Royal (S. maxima) Terns. Initially, the bill size and color caught
our attention. The bill was roughly 25% longer than the bills of nearby
Sandwich Terns and was distinctly decurved. The bill was dull yellow, with
some brighter orange color on the basal third of the bill. Several times during
the observation, we thought the bird was slightly larger than a Sandwich Tern,
but this difference was slight. The bird otherwise resembled a Sandwich Tern.
The white forehead and crown, shaggy, black nape, and white crescent behind
the eye indicated the bird was an adult in basic plumage.

There are three subspecies of Sandwich Tern. The nominate race,
sandvicensis, breeds across Europe and around the Caspian and Black Seas.
The North American race, acuflavida, breeds in the southeastern U.S. and
northern Caribbean. The southern race, eurygnatha, breeds in the southern
Caribbean and at scattered locations along the Atlantic coast of South
America. According to Olsen and Larsson (1995), Caribbean populations of
eurygnatha are smaller than acuflavida but gradually become larger in the
southern part of their range. Bill color in eurygnatha is highly variable:
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Caribbean birds may show considerable black on the bill while all-yellow bills
predominate in the southern part of the breeding range in South America
(Junge and Voous, 1955). In addition, southern eurygnatha have bills that
average about 4 mm longer than those of acuflavida (Olsen and Larsson,
1995). We therefore concluded this bird was probably from one of the southern
South American populations of eurygnatha because of the large, all yellow bill
and the slightly larger body size. It is also likely that the bird was a male since
males have longer bills than females (Junge and Voous, 1955).

This represents the fifth record of Cayenne Tern in North Carolina. The
other records are all of single birds from Cape Hatteras: 30 May 1983 (Buckley
and Buckley, 1984), 1 September 1986 (American Birds 41: 274), 16 August
1988 (American Birds 43: 301), and 7 October 1989 (American Birds 44: 255).
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