
The Chat, Vol. 82, No. 1, Winter 2018 47 

 

 

The Chat Goes Online 
Steve Shultz 

 
 

After eighty years as a tangible periodical, The Chat joins the ranks 
of publications published solely online, beginning with Volume 81.  
Individual members may access current and previous calendar year editions 
of The Chat by logging on at https://www.carolinabirdclub.org/.   

Library subscription access to the restricted issues will be controlled 
via IP address.  Library and organization members may contact the web 
editor, Kent Fiala, at webeditor@carolinabirdclub.org to confirm which IP 
address(es) are eligible for access. 

Issues since 1971 are already available online and all are open 
access, except for the current and previous calendar years, which are 
available only by membership or subscription.   

Online publications allows for several benefits, including the ability 
to easily search back issues using an index that spans Volumes 35-80 (1971 
to 2016).  Visit https://www.carolinabirdclub.org/chat for the index, 
searchable database covering Briefs for the Files and Bird Record 
Committee reports, and explore forty years of full issues from the leisure of 
your device.   

In addition to being accessible via the Carolina Bird Club website, 
The Chat is now an official part of the international Biodiversity Heritage 
Library (BHL).  BHL is a consortium of natural history and botanical 
libraries that cooperate to digitize the legacy literature of biodiversity held in 
their collections and to make that literature available for open access and 
responsible use as a part of a global “biodiversity commons.”  The BHL 
consortium works with the international taxonomic community, rights 
holders, and other interested parties to ensure that this biodiversity heritage 
is made available to a global audience through open access principles.  In 
partnership with the Internet Archive and through local digitization efforts, 
the BHL has digitized millions of pages of taxonomic literature, representing 
over 120,000 titles and over 200,000 volumes.  Back issues of The Chat may 
be found at: 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/120122#/summary  
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	THE CHAT
	2016 Spring Migration Counts in North Carolina
	Piedmont
	Mecklenberg County – Count date April 24th, 131 species, 6698 individuals, 28 participants, 86.15 party-hours.
	Compiler: Jeff Lemons (birdsalot@gmail.com)
	Participants: Larry Barden, Louise Barden, Bill Blakesley, Laura Blakesley, Robert Bustle, Jan Fowler, Phil Fowler, Robert Gilson, Jim Guyton, Dennis Kent, Ken Kneidel, Lenny Lampel, Jeff Lemons, Kevin Metcalf,  Martina Nordstrand, Jill Palmer, Taylor...
	Exclusives: American Pipit
	Notes: none
	Pilot Mountain State Park – Count date May 3rd, 114 species, 1903 individuals, 6 participants, 26.10 party-hours.  Surry County - Pilot Mountain is the count center.  Weather: temperature 68 - 81 F, wind 2-7 mph, cloudy in morning, partly cloudy in af...
	Compiler: Jesse Anderson (jesse.anderson@ncparks.gov)Participants: Jesse Anderson, Brian Bockhahn, Jean Chamberlain, Mike Conway, Cara Woods, Tony Woods
	Exclusives: none
	Notes: none
	Southern Pines – Count date April 24th, 127 species, 3952 individuals, 30 participants in 11 teams, 88.17 party-hours.
	Compiler: Susan Campbell (susan@ncaves.com)
	Participants: Jennifer Archambault, Rex Badgett, Doreen Blanchette, Carol Bowman, Jay Carter, Susan Campbell, Bob Ganis, Tina Ganis, Gabriella Garrison, Mike Green, Alicia Jackson, Charlie Jones, Linda Jones, Lu Ann Kinney, Marjorie Ludwig, Jeff Marcu...
	Exclusives: Mute Swan, Lark Sparrow
	Notes: Count day was beautiful, and although we lacked coverage for a few sections of the circle, we did quite well.  Lingering winter species were scarce (Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Winter Wren, White-throated Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Pine Siskin), and late...
	Susan Campbell
	Chapel Hill – Count date May 7th, 128 species, 7421 individuals, 33 field observers and 5 feeder watchers , 139.6 party-hours. Weather: low 51 F, high 74 F; wind 5-15 mph; partly cloudy, no rain
	Compiler: Will Cook (cwcook@duke.edu)
	Participants: Brian Bockhahn, Norm Budnitz, Chuck Byrd, Jim Capel, Jesse Cavenar, Sue Cavenar, Bob Chase, Carol Chelette, Cathy Cole, Will Cook,  Maria deBruyn, Martha DeLong, Richard DeLong, Kent Fiala, Jim George, Mary George, Steve Graves, Perry Ha...
	Exclusives: King Rail, Common Gallinule, Rusty Blackbird
	Notes: We had a fantastic Chapel Hill spring count this year in terms of total number of species, the second highest in the last 25 years. The weather was very pleasant on Saturday, May 7, 2016, which no doubt helped the count, though the night before...
	The bird of the count this year was a Common Gallinule (formerly Common Moorhen) found by Bob Chase at a small pond near Southpoint Mall. This is only the third count record, and the first since 1975. Unfortunately it hasn't been seen since. Also goo...
	We set an amazing number of record highs this year, especially astounding considering that the overall count was below average: 11 Hooded Mergansers this year (including several young), besting the old count of eight, 120 Black Vulture (88 in 2003), ...
	There were no big misses, but we did set one record low: 13 House Sparrows (previous low 29 in 1973).  Quite a few species were remarkably scarce: Canada Goose, Rock Pigeon, Red-headed Woodpecker, Purple Martin, White-breasted Nuthatch, Carolina Wren...
	Team honors: Brian Bockhahn, covering the Stagecoach Road area, including a long rail-trail to Jordan Lake and the southwest Durham sewage plant, recorded 90 species and 750 indivudual birds, the highest for both.
	Thanks to the 33 field counters and 5 feeder watchers for your help!
	Charles W. "Will" Cook
	Durham – Count date April 24th, 117 species, 6,074 individuals, 15 participants in 11 parties, 60.00 party-hours.  Weather: clear skies and warm temperatures.
	Compiler: Brian Bockhahn  (birdranger248@gmail.com)
	Participants: Brian Bockhahn, Vern Bothwell, Will Cook, Ed Corey, Norm Budnitz, Deborah Fowler, Bo Howes, Gene Kingsley,Tom Krakauer, Mark Kosiewski, Brian Murphy, Isabel Reddy, Edith Tatum, Scott Winton and Brad Wood.
	Exclusives: none
	Notes: The Durham Spring Bird Count was held on Sunday, April 24, 2016 under clear skies and warm temperatures.  Fifteen observers in 11 parties tallied 117 species and 6074 total birds.  Being a new compiler, I don’t have the past data, but to compar...
	Unusual species for the count included a single Greater Yellowlegs and a single Semipalmated Plover seen in a shorebird flock on properties along the Eno River.  And probably a checklist oversight, several parties reported seeing or hearing lingering...
	Other goodies include American Bittern and Common Raven at Brickhouse Road, 3 Bank Swallows at Hickory Hill boat ramp, and two parties found single Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at Will Suitt and Quail Roost, very different habitats indeed!
	Misses include Acadian Flycatcher (showed up a day or two later, so probably within count week if anyone was out), Swainson’s Thrush (which showed up in good numbers after May 1), Cedar Waxwing (which must not be nesting in our area this year), Palm ...
	Many thanks to everyone who volunteered to count!
	Brian Bockhahn
	Falls Lake – Count date April 28th, 130 species, 4746 individuals, 15 participants in 9 parties, 55.67 party-hours.  Weather: clearing skies, temperature 62-82 F.
	Compiler: Brian Bockhahn (birdranger248@gmail.com)
	Participants: John Amaroso, Herb Amyx, Pat Amyx, Karen Bearden, Brian Bockhahn, Amy Corbally, Scott Crocker, Lena Gallitano, Deborah Robertson, Bill Swallow, Jeri Smart, Josh Southern, Sterling Southern, Deck Stapleton and Brian Strong.
	Exclusives: Lesser Scaup
	Notes: The Lucky #13th Falls Lake Spring Bird Count was held on April 28, 2016 under clearing skies and temperatures ranging from 62-82.  Heavy rains and a cold front passed through overnight making for a decent fallout!  Fifteen observers in eight pa...
	Most numerous birds were perennial leaders: 573 Ring-billed Gull, 361 Cliff Swallow and 199 Double-crested Cormorants.
	First count records: A lone Lesser Scaup was seen and photographed in the center of the lake with a flock of Red-breasted Merganser, a Warbling Vireo was seen and heard well near Shinleaf/Holly Point, a seen and heard Least Flycatcher was a one-minut...
	Second count records: Two parties finding Hooded Merganser, 1 at Sandling and 3 at Rollingview; 3 Forster’s Tern were loafing on the swim line at Sandling Beach; Common Nighthawk at Rollingview; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at Holly Point/Shinleaf; two s...
	Third count records: An amazing three parties found Ruddy Duck at Beaverdam, Sandling and Rollingview; Common Raven at Shinleaf/Holly Point; and two parties had Baltimore Oriole at Wake Forest and Shinleaf/Holly Point.
	Two species were added during count week, the always count- elusive Sharp-shinned Hawk and Pine Siskin.
	Misses: No A-list misses. Northern Bobwhite was missed for the 7th time, Broad-winged Hawk for the 6th time, Solitary Sandpiper and Great Horned Owl for the 3rd time.
	Many thanks to everyone who volunteered to count!
	Brian Bockhahn
	Kerr Lake – Count date April 26th, 127 species, 4143 individuals, 12 participants in 7 parties, 57.30 party-hours.  Weather: cloudy skies, light winds, mild temperatures.
	Compiler: Brian Bockhahn (birdranger248@gmail.com)
	Participants: Jeff Blalock, Brian Bockhahn, Ann Brice, Adam D’Onofrio, Paul Glass, Fred Lobdell, Carol Mauzey, Grace McCrowell, David Spears, Evan Spears, Deck Stapleton and Clyde Wilson.
	Exclusives: Common Merganser, Red-throated Loon, Pacific Loon
	Notes: The 13th Kerr Lake Spring Bird Count was held under cloudy skies with light winds.  Twelve observers tallied our third highest species count at 126 (average 119).  We also tallied our second highest total birds at 4142 (average 3922) led by 475...
	New to the spring checklist included a Pacific Loon that had been lingering around above the dam, and a seemingly injured male Common Merganser that had been at the tailrace below the dam all winter.
	Second records included American Woodcock reported by two parties, a pair of Horned Larks photographed on a gravel road near Bullocksville, and two Swainson’s Warblers near Satterwhite.
	Third records include a Red-throated Loon at Satterwhite, a flyover Glossy Ibis, and 5 Wilson’s Snipe at Dick Cross along with other shorebirds.
	Fourth records include single Hooded Mergansers reported by two parties and a single Common Tern from Eagle Point.
	Misses include nothing off the A-list, but shameless misses include Northern Bobwhite for the fifth time, Cooper’s Hawk for the sixth time, Swainson’s Thrush for the sixth time, Cedar Waxwing for the fifth time, Song Sparrow for the sixth time, and B...
	Many thanks to everyone who volunteered to count!
	Brian Bockhahn
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