BRIEFS FOR THE FILES

Josh Southern
203 Hyannis Drive
Holly Springs, NC 27540
joshsouthern79@gmail.com

(All dates Fall 2019, unless otherwise noted)

Briefs for the Files is a seasonal collection of uncommon-to-rare or unusual North
and South Carolina bird sightings and events which do not necessarily require a more
detailed Field Note or article. Reports of your sightings are due the 20th of the month
after the end of the previous season.

Winter December 1-February 28 due March 20

Spring March 1-May 31 due June 20
Summer  June 1-July 31 due August 20
Fall August 1-November 30 due December 20

Reports may be submitted in any format, but | prefer that you use email, list multiple
sightings in taxonomic order (rather than by date or location), and type your report
directly into the body of the email. If your sightings are in a file, please copy-and-paste
the text into the body of the email, rather than sending an attachment.

Suitable reports for the Briefs include any sightings you feel are unusual, rare,
noteworthy, or just plain interesting to you in any way! It is my responsibility to decide
which reports merit inclusion in the Briefs.

Please be sure to include details of any rare or hard-to-identify birds.

| rely in part on sightings reported in Carolinabirds. Please don’t, however, rely on
me to pick up your sightings from Carolinabirds. Instead, please also send your sightings
directly to me as described above.

If | feel that your sighting warrants a Field Note, | will contact either you or the
appropriate state Field Notes editor. You may, of course, submit your Field Note directly
to the editor without going through me.

Abbreviations: BRC - Bird Records Committee, et al. — and others, Ft — Fort, Ln —
Lane, m. obs. — multiple observers, NC — North Carolina, NWR — National Wildlife
Refuge, Rd — Road, SC — South Carolina, SP — State Park, WMA - Wildlife
Management Area, WTP — Water Treatment Plant

All italicized place names are counties.
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Snow Goose: 15 photographed in flight over the Lake Landing area of Mattamuskeet
NWR Hyde NC 19 Oct (Susan Campbell, et al.) were somewhat early. A dark-morph
individual that summered with Canada Geese on Lake Lure Rutherford NC remained
until 8 Oct (Ryan Lubbers).

Ross’s Goose: 23 in the fields near exit 548 on US-64 in Washington NC 22 Nov
(Andrew Thornton, Matt Wangerin) was a notable count.

Brant: Two at Pea Island NWR Dare NC 18 Oct (Kent Fiala, et al.) and at nearby
Jennette’s Pier 9 Nov (Jeff Lewis) were somewhat early.

Cackling Goose: This small goose began to show up in NC in mid-November, with
seven in Creswell Washington 12 Nov (Ronnie Hewlette, Kevin O’Kane), one at Cane
Creek Reservoir Orange 13-27 Nov (Joe Donahue, m. obs.), six on the pond at Wilkes
Community College Wilkes 20 Nov (Dwayne Martin, m. obs.), and six near exit 548 on
US-64 in Washington 30 Nov (Ricky Davis).

Trumpeter Swan: One was photographed in flight with Tundra Swans at Alligator River
NWR Dare NC 23 Nov (Jelmer Poelstra, Roger Shaw, Matt Spangler).

Cinnamon Teal: A drake was seen and photographed by many at Santee Coastal Reserve
Charleston SC 9 Nov into winter (Wendy Allen, m. obs.)

Eurasian Wigeon: A drake was seen at Pea Island NWR Dare NC 15 Oct into winter
(m. obs.).

Northern Pintail: A hen photographed in the Lake Landing area of Mattamuskeet NWR
Hyde NC 29 Aug (Dale Lambert) was somewhat early.

Green-winged Teal: 2500 in flight off Jennette’s Pier Dare NC 9 Nov (Jeff Lewis) was
an amazing count for the ocean. Lewis also noted high numbers of other dabbling ducks,
Wood Ducks, American Wigeons, Northern Shovelers, and Northern Pintails, in flight off
the pier that day.

Common Eider: One seen and photographed at the south end of the Bonner Bridge Dare
NC 12 Aug (Ryan Hooks, m. obs.) was very unusual for early fall.

Surf Scoter: One on Price Lake Watauga NC 8 Nov (Steve Dowlan, et al.) and two on
Lake Junaluska Haywood NC 23-24 (Stan & Connie Wulkowicz, et al.) were good finds
for the mountain region. Sightings were made on four lakes in the NC Piedmont during
the late fall, including three on Jordan Lake Chatham 9 Nov (Jonathan Cantrell).

White-winged Scoter: One seen and photographed on a pond in northeast Durham NC
18-19 Nov (Jeffery Blalock, m. obs.) was a good find inland.
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Black Scoter: Individual hens on Price Lake Watauga NC 8 Nov (Steve Dowlan, et al.),
on Lake Crabtree Wake NC (Dale Lambert, m. obs.), and on Lookout Shoals Lake
Catawba NC 13 Nov (Dwayne Martin) were notable for those inland sites.

Common Merganser: A hen photographed at Valle Crucis Community Park Watauga
NC 17-18 Aug (Judi Sawyer, Steve Dowlan) was unusual for that area.

Horned Grebe: One seen in flight from the Bull’s Island Ferry Charleston SC during the
Carolina Bird Club Fall Meeting 28 Sep (David McLean, et al.) was quite early.

Red-necked Grebe: Individuals were seen on four inland lakes in central NC in
November—on Falls Lake Durham 2 Nov (Jelmer Poelstra), on Jordan Lake Chatham 9
Nov (Jonathan Cantrell), on Lake Townsend Guilford NC 17-26 Nov (Henry Link, Matt
Wangerin, m. obs.), and Lake Norman Iredell and Mecklenburg 25 Nov (Dennis Kent, et
al.).

Eared Grebe: Individuals were seen at the Hemingway WTP Williamsburg SC 2 Oct
through 23 Nov (Jay Chandler, et al.) and at Pea Island NWR Dare NC 11 Nov into
winter (Audrey Whitlock, et al.).

White-winged Dove: Sightings were made at five sites along the coast in late October
through November. Two visiting a feeder in North Myrtle Beach Horry SC 29-30 Nov
(Deb Winter) were notable as almost all sightings in the Carolinas are of individuals.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: The latest reported this fall were individuals at Cane Creek Park
Union NC 19 Nov (Lucas Bobay, et al.), at Sandy Creek Park Durham NC 20 Nov
(Heather Russell), along River Rd at Alligator River NWR Dare NC 24 Nov (Edward
Landi, et al.), and on Sullivan’s Island Charleston SC 25 Nov (Willy Hutcheson).

Black-billed Cuckoo: An immature bird captured at
the banding station on East Kiawah Island Charleston
SC 11 Nov (Daniel Errichetti, Josh Lefever, Dave
Sandahl) was late.

Eastern Whip-poor-will: One in North Myrtle Beach
Horry SC 28 Nov (Joe Gyekis) was late to depart.

Black-chinned Hummingbird: An adult male visited
a feeder in Chapel Hill Orange NC 26 Oct through 2
Nov (Maria de Bruyn, m. obs.) and was banded 29
Oct (Susan Campbell).

Black-chinned Hummingbird
27 Oct 19, Orange Co, NC. Rufous Hummingbird: Two were banded in the NC
Photo by Maria de Bruyn mountains this fall—an immature male visiting a
feeder five miles west of Sparta Alleghany 19 Oct
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through 20 Nov (Harrol Blevins) banded 2 Nov (Dwayne Martin), and a first-year female
visiting a feeder near Brevard Transylvania 27 Oct into winter (Nathaniel Axtell) banded
5 Nov (Mark Armstrong).

Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird: Individuals not identified to species, though more likely
Rufous Hummingbirds, visited feeders in Buxton Dare NC 19 Aug (Ann Maddock), in
Orangeburg SC 26 Sep (Julie Mobley), and in Charleston SC 12 Nov into winter (Lacy
& Russell Johnson).

Calliope Hummingbird: An adult male visited a feeder in Waynesville Haywood NC
12-18 Nov (Charles Pritchard) and was banded 17 Nov (Mark Armstrong).

Clapper Rail: One collected by a wildlife rehabilitator after a collision in James City
Craven NC 11 Sept (fide John Fussell) was likely a migrant.

Sora: 14 at North River Preserve, in an impoundment that had dried up and grown thick
grass during the summer and then reflooded in the fall, Carteret NC 23 Nov (John
Fussell, Marty Wall) was a notable count.

Common Gallinule: A juvenile seen and photographed at Biltmore Estate Buncombe NC
27 Oct (Doug Johnston, m. obs.) was unusual for the mountain region.

Limpkin: Limpkins were again well-reported this period. Sightings included two
continuing at the upper end of Goose Creek Reservoir Berkeley SC throughout August
and intermittently into winter (m. obs.), one photographed by a wildlife camera along
Goodland Creek in Orangeburg SC 3 Sep (Whit Gibbons), one at the northeast corner of
Lake Moultrie Berkeley SC 7 Sep (Mark Johnson), two along the Little Salkehatchie
River in Colleton SC 3 Nov (Elizabeth
Thomas), one near the dam on Lake Tillery
Stanly NC 21 Nov through 2 Dec (Bonnie
& Casey Lowder, m. obs.), and three on
Big Otter Creek at the upper end of Lake
Marion Sumter SC 25 Nov (Cathy
Mathias). Limpkin is still on the review list
in NC, so the report from Stanly requires
review by the NC BRC.

Sandhill Crane: From the Fall 2018
: - period, 21 in flight over Lenoir Caldwell
Limpkin, 26 Nov 19, Stanly Co, NC. NC 28 Nov 2018 (Sharon Williams Bates,

Photo by Matt Wangerin Peggy Hatley) provided a new record high
count for the NC Piedmont.

Black-necked Stilt: Stilts bred at Cedar Island NWR Carteret NC this summer, as
evidenced by a juvenile bird seen there with adults 4 Aug (John Fussell, Jack Fennell).
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American Avocet: Multiple sightings were made at inland sites this fall, including ten at
Silver Bluff Audubon Sanctuary Aiken SC 7 Aug (Lois Stacey, m. obs.), one in the
Ellerbe Creek arm of Falls Lake Durham NC 19 Aug through 6 Sep (Jim Capel, Corinne
Hibbard, m. obs.), three at Buckhorn Reservoir Wilson NC 5 Sep (Karen Lebing), one at
Cane Creek Park Union NC 9 Oct (George
Andrews), one at Buckhorn Reservoir 13 Oct
through 10 Nov (Ricky Davis, m. obs.), one
at Brier Creek Reservoir Wake NC 27 Oct
(Brain Pendergraft, m. obs.), and one in
Washington Beaufort NC 24 Nov (Ted
Powell). A noticeable movement through
western NC occurred 23 Oct, with 23, a new
record high count for the mountain region,
on Lake Junaluska Haywood (Stan & Connie
Wulkowicz, et al.), five on Lake Julian
Buncombe (m. obs.), and eight on a pond in
Cleveland (Kade Lockhart, m. obs.) all seen
that day.

Black-bellied Plover: Two along Middleton

American Avocet -
1 Nov 19, Charleston Co, SC. Loop in Stokes NC 20-21 Aug (Jesse

Photo by Jerry Kerschner Anderson, m. obs.) were a possible first for
that county.

American Golden-Plover: Sightings were down this fall compared to the past couple of

years. Three at the Super Sod farm along Hooper Ln Henderson NC 29 Aug (Vicky

Burke) and 30 Aug (Shelby Birch, Donnie Coody) was the high count. One at Buckhorn

Reservoir Wilson NC 21 Sep through 4 Nov (Ricky Davis, m. obs.) was a first for that

county.

Upland Sandpiper: The high count at Wilmington International Airport New Hanover
NC this fall was six on 24 Aug (Mark Kosiewski). Locally unusual were two at Shaw Air
Force Base Sumter SC 2 Aug (Christopher Moellering), one at the salt pond at Cape Point
Dare NC 5 Aug (John Fussell, Steven Howell, Sage Church) and 17 Aug (m. obs.), and
two to three at Vandemark Sod farm in Nash NC 17 Aug through 2 Sep (Ricky Davis).

Long-billed Curlew: Sightings involved one on East Shackleford Banks Carteret NC 1
Sep and 30 Sep (John Fussell, Steven Howell), two on Deveaux Bank Charleston SC 12-
13 Sep (Nathan Senner, et al.), and one on the Big Bay Creek mudflats in Edisto Beach
Charleston SC 14 Sep (Pam Ford, Craig Watson).

Bar-tailed Godwit: One seen on East Shackleford Banks Carteret NC 30 Sep (John
Fussell, Steven Howell) was almost certainly the same individual that has wintered at that
site for the past few years.
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Hudsonian Godwit: Individuals were seen at the Wright Brothers National Monument
Dare NC 9-28 Sep (Jonathan Cooley, m. obs.) and at Santee Coastal Reserve Charleston
SC 16-27 Oct (Nancy Houlihan, Pat Moynahan, m. obs.). The latter sighting requires
review by the SC BRC, as the species is still on the state’s review list.

Purple Sandpiper: Four on the jetties at the Cedar Island Ferry Terminal Carteret NC 24
Nov (Marty Wall, John Fussell) was a notable count for a site away from the ocean.

Baird’s Sandpiper: About a dozen were reported in NC this fall, mid-August through
mid-October. One at the Murfreesboro WTP Hertford NC 24-25 Aug (Elisa & Nick
Flanders, m. obs.) was a first for that county.

White-rumped Sandpiper: One where SC-243 crosses West Prong Little Beaver Dam
Creek in Anderson SC 26 Nov (Steve Patterson) was rather late.

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Sightings were typical this fall, with reports from five sites,
three of those sod farms, between 17 Aug and 21 Sep.

Wilson’s Phalarope: About half a dozen were reported this fall at scattered sites in
coastal plain from late August through October, the latest being one at Santee Coastal
Reserve Charleston SC 15-28 Oct (Ritch Lilly, m. obs.).

Red-necked Phalarope: 14 were seen at the American Turf farm in Washington NC 6
Sep (Ed Corey) following the passage of Hurricane Dorian. One was photographed along
Hooper Ln Henderson NC 31 Oct through 1 Nov (Gary Harbour, m. obs.) following a
period of heavy rain.

~ Black-legged Kittiwake: An immature bird was
1 seen resting on the beach in Southern Shores Dare
NC 5 Nov (Jim Gould).

Sabine’s Gull: A possible Sabine’s Gull was seen
and distantly photographed resting on the water of
Jordan Lake Chatham NC 23 Oct (Jonathan
Cantrell). Unfortunately, the bird was never seen in
flight, which, with that species’ diagnostic upper-
wing pattern, would have clinched the
identification.

o Little Gull: A first-year bird seen on Falls Lake
Durham NC 24 Aug (Jelmer Poelstra, m. obs.) was
incredibly early and also very unusual for a site

5 Nov 19, Dare Co, NC.

Photo by Jim Gould
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Laughing Gull: Pairs on Ecusta Pond Transylvania NC 11 Sep (Frank Porter, m. obs.)
and on Lake Hartwell Anderson SC 31 Oct (Andy Norris, Steve Patterson) were notable
for sites so far from the coast.

Franklin’s Gull: Two were seen on Jordan Lake Chatham NC 24-27 Oct (Mark
Kosiewski, Matt Spangler, Jelmer Poelstra, m. obs.). One was seen at Buckhorn
Reservoir Wilson NC 3 Nov (Ricky Davis, m. obs.).

Iceland Gull: Sightings began in late November with one on Harris Lake Wake NC 22-
30 Nov (Eddie Owens, m. obs.), one off Jennette’s Pier Dare NC 23 Nov (Andrew
Thornton, et al.), two on Coquina Beach Dare NC 23-24 Nov (Jesse Anderson, Ed Corey,
Trevor Sleight, m. obs.), and one off the Bogue Inlet Pier Carteret NC 25 Nov (Jacob
Farmer).

Glaucous Gull: A second-winter bird was seen at Cape Point Dare NC 30 Nov (Logan
Kahle).

Brown Noddy: Two, an adult and a juvenile, were seen on a pelagic trip out of Hatteras
Dare NC 23 Aug (Brian Patteson, Kate Sutherland, et al.). One seen and photographed
along the Duck Park Boardwalk Dare NC during the passage of Hurricane Dorian 6 Sep
(Jonathan Cooley, m. obs.) was a great find ashore.

Sooty Tern: The passage of Hurricane Dorian resulted in multiple sightings on 6 Sep—
an adult off Huntington Beach SP Georgetown SC (Paul Laurent), an adult on East
Kiawah Beach Charleston SC (Jake Zadik), an adult along US-64 near Creswell
Washington NC (Ed Corey), an adult along US-64 near Roper Washington NC (Corey),
an adult at Jordan Lake Chatham NC (Andrew Thornton), an adult at Falls Lake Durham
and Wake NC (Jelmer Poelstra), and two, an adult and a juvenile, over Cane Creek Park
Union NC (Martina Nordstrand). An adult seen off Ft Moultrie Charleston SC 4 Sep
(Michael Adams) was likely pushed closer to shore ahead of the storm. Two were
collected by a wildlife rehabilitator in Carteret NC following Dorian, but later died (fide
John Fussell).

Gull-billed Tern: One at Santee Coastal Reserve Charleston SC 31 Oct (Paul Laurent, et
al.) was quite late.

Common Tern: 270 on Falls Lake Durham NC 5 Sep (Jelmer Poelstra), just prior to the
passage of Hurricane Dorian, provided a new record high count for the Piedmont region.
Other notable counts related to Dorian were 128 at Jordan Lake Chatham NC 6 Sep
(Andrew Thornton) and 50 at Buckhorn Reservoir Wilson NC 6 Sep (Ann Brice).

Royal Tern: Inland sightings made 6 Sep following the passage of Hurricane Dorian
included four on Lake Marion Orangeburg SC (Matt Malin), four at Buckhorn Reservoir
Wilson NC (Ann Brice, m. obs.), two just east of Greenville Pitt NC (Howard Vainright),
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two on Harris Lake Wake NC (Dale Lambert), and one on Jordan Lake Chatham NC
(Lambert).

Sandwich Tern: Following the passage of Hurricane Dorian, individuals were seen at
Falls Lake Wake NC 6 Sep (Brian Bockhahn) and at Lake Crabtree Wake NC 8 Sep (Dale
Lambert)

Red-throated Loon: Sightings on inland lakes included one on Jordan Lake Chatham
NC 17 Nov through 16 Dec (Steve Shultz, m. obs.), two on Jordan Lake 29-30 Nov
(Jonathan Cantrell), and one on Lake Wheeler Wake NC 30 Nov through 3 Dec (Harry
LeGrand, m. obs.).

Trindade Petrel: A light-morph bird was seen on a pelagic trip out of Hatteras Dare NC
10 Aug (Brian Patteson, Kate Sutherland, et al.).

Cory’s Shearwater: Individuals over the ocean near Cape Point Dare NC 3 Aug (Ricky
Davis) and off Jennette’s Pier Dare NC 4 Aug (Davis) were good finds from shore.

Manx Shearwater: Individuals off Jennette’s Pier Dare NC 9 Nov (Jeff Lewis) and 23
Nov (Ricky Davis) were somewhat early.

Wood Stork: Notable inland sightings made during the period of post-breeding dispersal
included four at Aberdeen Lake Park Moore NC 6 Aug (Susan Campbell), eight in
Chappells Newberry SC 8 Aug (Lewis Burke), seven at Rocky River Nature Park
Anderson SC 17 Aug (Steve Patterson), one at Cane Creek Lake Union NC 20-21 Aug
(Martina Nordstrand), nine along Old Cash Rd in Chesterfield SC 22 Aug (Kevin
Kubach), 40 along Village Gate Rd in Bertie NC 18 Sep (Kimberly McCargo), two at
Gibson Park Guilford NC 19-21 Sep (Matt Wangerin, m. obs.), 17 in the New Hope
Creek arm of Jordan Lake Chatham NC 22 Sep (Jonathan Cantrell), three along Coker
Rd in Greenwood SC 5 Oct (Chris Contakos), eight at the Flat River Waterfowl
Impoundment Durham NC 8 Oct (Jeffrey Blalock), and 25 in flight over Cary Wake NC
31 Oct (Eddie Owens)

Magnificent Frigatebird: Individuals were seen at Oyster Creek Carteret NC 16 Aug
(James Walter Morley), over Ocracoke Island Hyde NC 23 Aug (Letitia Lussier), over
Holden Beach Brunswick NC 31 Oct (Scott Walker), and over Bulls Bay Cape Romain
NWR Charleston SC 31 Oct (David McLean, et al.).

Brown Booby: Three were reported this fall—an adult on a pelagic trip out of Hatteras
Dare NC 9 Aug (Brian Patteson, Kate Sutherland, et al.), a juvenile on a pelagic trip out
of Hatteras 18 Aug (Patteson, Sutherland, et al.), and a juvenile off the north end of Folly
Island Charleston SC 8 Nov (Keith McCullough, et al.).

Great Cormorant: One seen and photographed just below the dam on Lake Thurmond
McCormick SC 15 Nov into winter (Milton Hobbs, m. obs.) was notable for an inland
site.
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Anhinga: Farthest inland were individuals at Tall Pines WMA Greenville SC 5 Aug
(Michael Robertson) and at Lake Brandt Guilford NC 8 Aug (Paul Sumner, Matt
Wangerin) and 21-22 Oct (Lee Capps, m. obs.).

American White Pelican: 96 on Kings Mountain Reservoir Cleveland NC 30-31 Oct
(Bill Hooker, Pat Wilkinson, m. obs.) was a very high count for the NC Piedmont.

Brown Pelican: An immature bird photographed at Buckhorn Reservoir Wilson NC 24
Aug (Ricky Davis) was the only inland report.

Snowy Egret: During the period of post-breeding dispersal, Snowy Egrets were reported
as far inland as Guilford NC and Anderson SC. One at the west end of Hyco Lake
Caswell NC 3 Aug (David Pennebaker) was a possible first for that county.

Tricolored Heron: Farthest inland were two at Lake Lynn Wake NC 18-20 Jul (Ray
Korpi, m. obs.), three in the Ellerbe Creek arm of Falls Lake Durham NC 31 Jul (Ben
Graham, Sarah Connette), one in the New Hope Creek arm of Jordan Lake Durham and
Chatham NC 1-11 Aug (Matt Spangler, m. obs.) and 22 Sep (Jonathan Cantrell), and one
at Dobbins Farm Anderson SC 16 Aug (Jo Anne Keasler).

Reddish Egret: NC and SC’s respective high counts were four on East Shackleford
Banks Carteret NC 22 Sep (John Fussell, Steven Howell, Suzanne Wheatcraft) and ten
on Marsh Island in Cape Romain NWR Charleston SC 29 Sep (John Cox).

Cattle Egret: 900 over North River Preserve Carteret NC, in flight towards recently
harvested fields at the adjacent Open Grounds Farm, 25 Aug (John Fussell, et al.) was an
impressive count. One at Cane Creek Reservoir Union NC 11-23 Aug (Martina
Nordstrand, m. obs.) was locally unusual and a possible first for that county.

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One along the Dan River in Rockingham NC 6 Oct
(Marty Wall) was a possible first for that county.

Glossy Ibis: One at South Cove County Park on Lake Keowee Oconee SC 30 Sep
(Stephen Schutt) was unusual for a site so far inland.

Roseate Spoonbill: One at Rocky River Nature Park Anderson SC 8-16 Aug (Linda
Montgomery, m. obs.) was notable for the Piedmont region. Farthest north along the
coast were one to three around the Rivers Edge Golf Club in Shallotte Brunswick NC 14
Aug though 1 Oct (David Wilson, m. obs.). 130 at the Savannah Spoil Site (restricted
access) Jasper SC 14 Nov (Robin Armetta, Steve Calver) was the high count in SC.

Swallow-tailed Kite: Post-breeding dispersal resulted in sightings of four at the Super
Sod farm along Hooper Ln Henderson NC 3 Aug (Wayne Forsythe), 15 along SC-88 in
Anderson SC 4 Aug (Luke Bower, Allison Guggenheimer), one along 1-40 in Statesville
Iredell NC 5 Aug (Ed Corey), one along US-421 in Randolph NC 11 Aug (Jacob Hall),
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one over Occoneechee Mountain State Natural Area Orange NC 15 Aug (Brian
Bockhahn), one over a field along NC-501 in Scotland NC 15 Aug (Gary & Helen
Smith), one in Asheville Buncombe NC 20 Aug (Elizabeth Goldsmith), one along Jacks
Creek Rd in Yancey NC 29 Aug (Joseph Tomcho), and one at the Macon County Airport
Macon NC 7 Sep (Don Jones, fide Chris Kelly)

Golden Eagle: Sightings included a juvenile near Devotion Surry NC 16 Oct (Ron
Storey), an adult near Devotion Surry NC 13 Nov (Royce Hough), an adult at Francis
Marion National Forest Berkeley SC 19 Nov (Bob Dellinger), and a juvenile at Mason
Farm Biological Reserve Orange NC 22 Nov (Fleeta Chauvigne).

Mississippi Kite: NC and SC’s respective high counts were 50 over the Super Sod farm
along Hooper Ln Henderson NC 24 Aug (Wayne Forsythe) and 145 over the Savannah
Spoil Site (restricted access) Jasper SC 6 Aug (Robin Armetta, Steve Calver).

Snail Kite: Pending review by the SC BRC is the report with photographs of an apparent
juvenile Snail Kite near the northeast corner of Lake Marion Clarendon SC 31 Oct

\ through 7 Nov (Carl Bussells, Judson Riser, m. obs.).
If accepted, the report would become the fourth
official record for SC.

Sharp-shinned Hawk: 29 over the west end of the
Roosevelt Natural Area Carteret NC 11 Oct (John
Fussell) was a notable count away from a hawk-watch
| site in the mountains.

Swainson’s Hawk: Pending review by the SC BRC is
4 the report with a photograph of an apparent
Swainson’s Hawk in flight in Awendaw Charleston
SC 7 Nov (Tim Baerwald).

Rough-legged Hawk: One seen at Walnut Cove WTP
o in Stokes NC 21 Nov (Tony & Cara Woods) was a
Snail Kite good find.
3 Nov 19,
Clarendon Co, SC Northern Saw-whet Owl: Two along Mayo River Rd
Photo by Pamela Ford in Rockingham NC 13 Sep (Brian Bockhahn) were
notable for the Piedmont region.
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Ash-throated Flycatcher: Five were reported this fall. Individuals were photographed
along the Port Royal Boardwalk Beaufort SC 22 Oct (Steven Guy), at Clanton Park in
Charlotte Mecklenburg NC 31 Oct and 1 Nov (Greg Maxwell, m. obs.), at Alligator River
NWR Dare NC 7 Nov (Greg Hudson), at the banding station on Kiawah Island
Charleston SC 13 Nov (Aaron Given, et al.), and at Huntington Beach SP Georgetown
SC 17-25 Nov (Mike Scott, m. obs.). The
reports from SC and from Mecklenburg
NC require review by the states’ BRCs.

. Western Kingbird: One at the Biltmore
Estate Buncombe NC 24 Sep (John Koon,
m. obs.) was extremely unusual for the
mountains, the first ever documented with
photographs in that region. Along the
" coast, individuals were seen at Ft Fisher
New Hanover NC 14 Oct (Howard
Ferguson), in Salvo Dare NC 18 Oct
(Karen Lebing), at Ft Moultrie Charleston
SC 21 Oct (David Perry, m. obs.), at the Ft
Fisher Ferry Terminal New Hanover NC
23 Oct (Jelmer Poelstra, m. obs.), at the
Coastal Studies Institute on Roanoke
Island Dare NC 28 Oct (Jeff Lewis), and near Gilliard Georgetown SC 17 Nov (Pam
Ford, Craig Watson, et al.).

Ash-throated Flycatcher
7 Nov 19, Dare Co, NC.
Photo by Greg Hudson

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Individuals were seen at Lake Monroe Union NC 14 Aug
(Rick Spencer) and at Currituck Beach Lighthouse Currituck NC 8 Nov (Frank Lenik).

Olive-sided Flycatcher: About a dozen were reported this fall between 12 Aug and 10
Oct, most in the NC mountains. Individuals at Fants Grove WMA Anderson SC 28 Aug
(Kevin Kubach, m. obs.) and in Saluda SC 12 Sep (Lewis Burke) were good finds for SC.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: Individuals along the Duck Park Boardwalk Dare NC 22 Sep
(Al Hooks, Jeff Lewis) and at Little Kinnakeet Lifesaving Station Dare NC 22 Sep
(Michael Gosselin, m. obs.) were unusual for the Outer Banks. Three were banded on
Kiawah Island Charleston SC this fall, with one 23 Oct being somewhat late (Daniel
Errichetti, Josh Lefever, et al.).

Vermilion Flycatcher: Pending review by the NC BRC is the report with photographs of
an apparent first-year male Vermilion Flycatcher at Mackay Island NWR Currituck NC
12 Oct (Allen Bryan, Amresh Vaidya). If accepted the report would provide NC with its
sixth record and its first in almost a decade.
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Loggerhead Shrike: Individuals at Alligator River NWR Dare NC 20 Sep (Karen
Lebing, m. obs.) and at the CMAST building in Morehead City Carteret NC 22 Oct
(Craig Harms) were unusual for those areas.

Bell’s Vireo: Pending review by the SC BRC is the report of an apparent Bell’s Vireo
seen 23 Oct and then photographed 24 Oct at Ft Moultrie Charleston SC (Michael
Adams).

Philadelphia Vireo: One seen and photographed at Lake Lynn Wake NC 1 Nov (Lynn
Erla Beegle, Fleeta Chauvigne, Harry LeGrand, Lori White, et al.) was quite late.

Common Raven: One in southwest Halifax NC 10 Nov (Merrill Lynch) was unusual for
that area.

House Wren: 26 at North River Preserve Carteret NC 13 Oct (John Fussell, Steven
Howell) was a notable count.

Sedge Wren: Individual migrants at Jackson Park Henderson NC 7-11 Oct (Vicky
Burke, m. obs.), at Warren Wilson College Buncombe NC 10-18 Oct (m. obs.), and at
Island Ford Landing Transylvania NC 15-16 Oct (Nathaniel Axtell, m. obs.) were good
finds for the mountain region.

Bicknell’s Thrush: The NC Museum of Natural Sciences received a leg-banded
specimen (catalog # NCSM 27226) after a window collision in Edenton Chowan NC 9
Oct (fide Brian O’Shea). The leg-band revealed it was banded in Vermont in July 2015.

Swainson’s Thrush: Individuals photographed in Davidson Mecklenburg NC 8 Nov
(Arch McCallum) and at Cowan’s Ford Wildlife Refuge Mecklenburg NC 25 Nov (Kevin
Metcalf) were late.

Carver’s Gap on Roan Mountain Mitchell NC 28-29
Sep (Rick Knight) was rather late in the season for an
active nest.

Pine Siskin: One amongst a flock of goldfinches at
Mason Farm Biological Reserve Orange NC 8 Sep
(Roger Shaw) was very early for a site outside of the
mountains, especially during a non-irruption year.

Lapland Longspur: An immature bird seen and
photographed at the Biltmore Estate Buncombe NC 4-
7 Nov (Aaron Steed, m. obs.) was a great find for the
mountain region and a possible first for that county.

Lapland Longspur
6 Nov 19, Buncombe Co, NC.
Photo by Jay Wherley
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Snow Bunting: One was photographed on the beach near Cape Point Dare NC 17 Nov
(Elizabeth Wilkins).

Lark Sparrow: About a dozen sightings of individuals were made this fall, most at sites
along the coast. One at Archie Elledge WTP Forsyth NC 30 Aug (John Haire) was
unusual for the Triad area. Wintering birds began to return to feeders in Camden NC 7
Nov, with up to five seen there into winter (James Harrison).

Clay-colored Sparrow: About a dozen sightings were made 25 Sep through November,
most at sites along the coast. Individuals photographed along the Chinqua-Penn Walking
Trail Rockingham NC 2 Oct (Marty Wall) and at the Gibson Rd Soccer Complex
Lexington SC 22 Oct (Jennifer Shockley, m. obs.) were notable for those areas.

LeConte’s Sparrow: One well-photographed at Ebenezer Point on Jordan Lake Chatham
NC 9 Nov (Brian Strassburger) was the only one reported this fall.

Nelson’s Sparrow: Inland, individual migrants were photographed in the New Hope
Creek arm of Jordan Lake Chatham NC 5 Oct (Mark Kosiewski, Jelmer Poelstra, Matt
Spangler), at Warren Wilson College Buncombe NC 10-11 Oct (Miles Buddy, m. obs.),
and at the Biltmore Estate Buncombe NC 19-20 Oct (Simon Thompson, m. obs.).

Lincoln’s Sparrow: Dozens of sightings were made October through November. One
captured and banded on East Kiawah Island Charleston SC 28 Oct (Josh Lefever, et al.)
was unusual for that area.

Swamp Sparrow: One at Cane River Park Yancey NC 30 Sep (Lucas Bobay) was
somewhat early.

Orchard Oriole: An immature male photographed along the Sullivan’s Island Nature
Trail Charleston SC 27 Nov (Willy Hutcheson) was incredibly late.

Northern Waterthrush: 22 captured and banded in one day on East Kiawah Island
Charleston SC 10 Sep (Josh Lefever, et al.) was a notable count. One at Tanglewood
Park Forsyth NC 1 Nov (Carol Cunningham) was late for a site in the Piedmont. In
southeast SC, where a few tend to linger or over-winter each year, individuals were seen
at Savannah NWR Jasper 23 Nov (Ed Blitch, Matt Johnson) and at Caw Caw Interpretive
Center Charleston 26-27 Nov (Marc Regnier, m. obs.).

Prothonotary Warbler: An immature male captured and banded on East Kiawah Island
Charleston SC 31 Oct (Daniel Errichetti, et al.) was very late.

Tennessee Warbler: One at Fred Fletcher Park Wake NC 8 Nov (Harry LeGrand,
Geneva Pigott, et al.) was late.
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Nashville Warbler: Dozens of reports were made this fall, mostly late September to mid-
October. A count of four around the north end of Oregon Inlet Dare NC 19 Oct (Kent
Fiala, John Fussell, et al.) was notable. One seen along the Duck Park Boardwalk Dare
NC 23 Nov (Lucas Bobay, et al.) was quite late.

Connecticut Warbler: Individuals were seen at Mayo River SP Rockingham NC 13 Sep
(Brian Bockhahn), at Price Park Guilford NC 28 Sep (Matt Wangerin), at Warren Wilson
College Buncombe NC 30 Sep (Aaron Steed), and at Jackson Park Henderson NC 7-14
Oct (Lucas Bobay, m. obs.). Notably, two were seen at Jackson Park 10 Oct (Kevin
Burke, Jay Wherley).

Mourning Warbler: Nine reports were made this fall, 4 Sep through 9 Oct, mostly at
sites around Asheville NC. An immature bird captured and banded on East Kiawah Island
Charleston SC 23 Sep (Josh Lefever, et al.) was notable for SC.

Hooded Warbler: Individuals at the Asheville School Buncombe NC 6-9 Nov (Seth
Buddy, Michael Hill) and along the Boone Greenway Watauga NC 10 Nov (Steve
Dowlan) were late.

American Redstart: Individuals at Lake Junaluska Haywood NC 18 Nov (John Lawshe),
at Savannah NWR Jasper SC 23 Nov (Ed Blitch, Matt Johnson), and in the Bluff Unit of
Santee NWR Clarendon SC 30 Nov (Pam & Randall Sale) were late.

Kirtland’s Warbler: Individuals were seen and photographed on Flat Top Mountain
Buncombe NC 24 Sep (Cathy Adair, Richard Meltzer) and at the Biltmore Estate
Buncombe NC 14-15 Oct (Doug Johnston, Simon Thompson, m. obs.).

Northern Parula: Three along the Duck Park Boardwalk Dare NC 23 Nov (Lucas
Bobay, et al.) was an amazing count for that late date.

Magnolia Warbler: One photographed in the Cuddo Unit of Santee NWR Clarendon SC
13 Nov (John Becker) was late.

Bay-breasted Warbler: A count of 125 migrating through Balsam Gap Buncombe NC 1
Oct (Aaron Steed, et al.) was notable.

Blackburnian Warbler: Individuals photographed at the Asheville School Buncombe
NC 24 Nov (Seth Buddy, Michael Hill) and on the jetty on the south side of Murrells
Inlet Georgetown SC 26 Nov (Elizabeth Anderegg, m. obs.) were very late.

Black-throated Blue Warbler: An adult male at Greenfield Lake New Hanover NC 22
Nov (Jim Holcomb) was the latest one reported this fall.

Townsend’s Warbler: Pending review by the NC BRC is the report with photographs of
an apparent Townsend’s Warbler along the Duck Park Boardwalk Dare NC 28-29 Sep
(Jeff Lewis, m. obs.). If accepted, the report would provide NC with its fifth record.
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Canada Warbler: One along the Duck Park Boardwalk Dare NC 15-19 Sep (Ricky
Davis, m. obs.) was unusual for the Outer Banks. One photographed in Beaufort Beaufort
SC 25 Sep (Tammy Hester) was unusual for that area as well.

Scarlet Tanager: One on East Kiawah Island Charleston SC 1 Nov (Josh Lefever, et al.)
was somewhat late.

Western Tanager: One photographed at Ft Raleigh on Roanoke Island Dare NC 18 Oct
(Jeff Lewis, et al.) was somewhat early. By late November, individuals had shown up at
feeders in Raleigh Wake NC 25-29 Nov (Sam Jolly) and in Wilmington New Hanover
NC 29 Nov (Craig Kittner).

Black-headed Grosbeak: A
female was seen and
photographed along Burnt Mill
Creek in  Wilmington New
Hanover NC 17 Oct (Sam
Cooper) though unfortunately
never relocated.

Blue Grosbeak: An immature
bird photographed at Lake
Conestee Nature Park
Greenville SC 11 Nov (Kevin
Kubach) and 12 Nov (Anthony
Martin) was late.

Lazuli Bunting: Pending review

Black-headed Grosbeak by the NC BRC is the report of a
17 Oct 19, New Hanover Co, NC. male Lazuli Bunting at a feeder
Photo by Samuel Cooper in Beaufort Carteret NC 19 Aug

(Patricia Finch). If accepted, the
report would provide the third
record for NC.

Indigo Bunting: Individuals photographed at Ft Moultrie Charleston SC 21 Nov
(Charles Donnelly) and at a feeder in Forestbrook Horry SC 23 Nov (John Hutchens)
were the latest ones reported this fall.

Painted Bunting: An adult male at Prairie Ridge Ecostation Wake NC 10 Oct (Brian
O’Shea) was unusual for the Triangle area.



